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His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah
ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien

Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan Negara Brunei Darussalam



EXCERPTS FROM
HIS MAJESTY'S TITAH




“Sesungguhnya adalah harapan Beta supaya pada suatu
ketika nanti semua pegawdi-pegawdi dan kakitangan kehakiman kita
akan kesemuanya terdiri dari rakyat Beta iaitu sepertimand juga kedudukan
Jabatan Undang-Undang sekarang. Tetapi yang penting sekali ialah
memelihara kedudukan Kehakiman yang adil dan saksama. Kearah itu Beta
menggesd rakyat Beta khususnya mereka yang masih berada di bangku
sekolah dan institusi-institusi pengdjian tinggi untuk juga memilih mata
pelajaran-mata pelajaran undang-undang supaya pada satu ketika nanti
mereka dapat memainkan peranan yang penting di dalam pentadbiran
kehakiman dan kepeguaman baik di sektor Kerajaan
mahu pun di sektor swasta.”

Petikan Titah Kebawah Duli Yang Maha Mulia Paduka Ser1 Baginda
Sultan Haj Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah,
Sultan dan Yang Di-Pertuan Negara Bruner Darussalam

sempena Istiadat Pembukaan Rasmi Bangunan Baru Mahkamah Besar
Negara Brune1r Darussalam pada 15hb Mac 1984.

“Although it is my hope that one day all our judicial officers and staff would be
from my subjects as can be found in the Legal Department
now, but the most important factor is the maintenance of the status
of a just and impartial judiciary. Towards this end I call upon my
subjects especially those who are still in schools and institutes
of higher learning to choose law as a subject which they should pursue

so that in future they would be able to play an important role

in the administration of justice and laws either in the public
sector or the private sector.”

Titah of His Majesty Sultan Hajit Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'1izzaddin Waddaulah,

Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan Negara Brunel Darussalam at the Ofticial
Opening of the New Supreme Court Building of Brunei Darussalam

on 15th March, 1984.
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The Honourable Chief Justice
Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong Wan Oon



FOREWORD

CHIEF REGISTRAR
SUPREME COURT

The Honourable Justice

Haji Abdullah Soefri Bin POKSM Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin

o> ) ez Ul ) s
3.5‘_).3_9, Qjﬂﬂa.a::-)j ﬁ@ne)qu

2020 has certainly been a different year
than most due to the challenges we have
confronted due to COVID-19. Throughout

this period, the main priority for the Judiciary

has been to ensure the health and safety of
its personnel and of all court users and to
minimise disruption for services that cannot
proceed as normal. On this note, | must first
express my gratitude to our Action Team
and to all stakeholders for their collective
efforts and swift action in ensuring the
continued operations of our justice system.
Whilst our existing case management
systems and business continuity plans
were designed so that we could respond
to and continue to work even in these
extraordinary circumstances, this could
not have been successfully implemented
without everyone’s co-operation and team
work and | am heartened that our people

have risen to such challenges.




In March 2020, we implemented the business continuity plans of each registry and we were
able to maintain our essential services whereby cases were managed remotely online through
e-Filing and JCMS and some cases were heard virtually on Zoom. So whilst the closure of the
courts was necessary to protect the health and safety of all court users, it was equally important
that access to justice was maintained throughout these most challenging times with operations
moving largely online. We have welcomed the use of technology and our experiences have
taught us that applications such as Zoom for the conduct of cases have been both convenient

and effective in delivering justice.

The need to continuously improve judicial performance amounts to recognition of the need
to be accountable and responsive to public demands for a judiciary of repute. We wish to re-
emphasize our commitment to secure the trust and confidence of the public and realizing this

vision requires a continuous journey of improvement and development.

The Judiciary has also play a significant role for the country to achieve her vision of Wawasan
2035 and in the spirit of the whole-of-nation approach, we look forward to establish partnerships
across all levels of government and with all relevant stakeholders in order to collaborate and
achieve a cohesive response towards the administration of justice for all.

We are grateful to the Government of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan for the
unwavering support of our work in administering justice and for the approval of an additional
23 posts for the financial year 2020-2021. It is our hope that when all the posts are filled, the
quality and efficacy of the Judiciary will be further strengthened and that it will enable our
justice system to best serve the needs of the people of Brunei Darussalam.

| would like this opportunity to welcome new officers and staff who have joined the Judiciary
and also would like to thank all officers and staff who have left us and would like to extend our
appreciation to them for their contribution to the organization and wish them well in their
future endeavours. Lastly, | would like to thank all members of the organizing committees for
their contribution and unwavering commitment and hard work.

Thank you and my best wishes and good health to all in the New Year.

The Hon. Justice Haji Abdullah Soefri bin POKSM Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin
Chief Registrar of the Supreme Court
(Chairman of the Organising Committee)
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JUDICIARY
IVIISSION STATEMENT




Mission

“Administration of Justice”

Objective

“Upholding the Rule of Law”

“Securing Justice”
“Enhancing Access to Justice”
“Preserving Public Trust and Confidence”

Values
“Tagwa”
“Independence”
“Accountability”
“Timeliness”
“Accessibility”
“Equality and Fairness”
“Integrity”

Principle

“To faithfully discharge judicial duties”

“To do right to all manner of people after the Laws and Usage of Brunei
Darussalam without fear or favour, affection or ill will to the best of their
ability”

“To be faithful and bear true allegiance to
Brunei Darussalam”
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SPEECH BY :
THE HONOURABLE CHIEF JUSTICE

Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong Wan Oon

Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Haji Abdul Mokti Bin Haji Mohd Daud, Minister at the Prime
Minister’s Office,

Honourable Attorney General,
Yang Amat Arif Chief Syarie Judge,

Honourable Justices, Judges,
President of the Law Society,
Members of the Bar,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Morning. On behalf of the Judiciary, | am delighted to welcome you to the Opening of
Legal Year 2020. | am grateful to the Registrar of the Supreme Court of Singapore, Ms Teh
Hwee Hwee, and our guests from Hong Kong and Malaysia representing their respective
professional associations for taking time and making the effort to travel to Brunei
Darussalam to be with us this morning.

Appointments

Let me begin with a brief summary of the changes to the Bench over the past year. We
saw the appointment of two new Judicial Commissioners, Justice Edward Timothy Starbuck

Woolley who joined us in September 2019 and Justice Kannan Ramesh in October 2019.
Collectively, they will add considerably to the strength and diversity of the Bench. Both
Justice Woolley and Justice Ramesh bring a wealth of experience from their many years
of successful practice and from their distinguished careers as jurists in Hong Kong and
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Singapore, respectively. Their appointments will surely enhance the standing of the High
Court Bench.

| also welcome the appointment of Registrar Nur Eleana binti Dato Seri Paduka Hj Hairol
Arni and Magistrate Mohammad Marzuqi bin Sabtu to the Judiciary in April 2019, who
were previously Deputy Public Prosecutor and Legal Counsel, respectively, at the Attorney
General’s Chambers. These additions to the Bench, both local and international, have
brought together a blend of diverse talents and backgrounds and | am heartened that we
have in place a strong team of judges and judicial officers to lead us forward in contributing

to the work of the Judiciary.

At this juncture, | would like to take this opportunity to bid farewell to outgoing officers and
staff of the Supreme Court. On behalf of the Judiciary, | would like to wish them success
in their future endeavours and thank them for their hard work, dedication and valuable
contribution to our organization. We are immensely grateful for your many years of service
and you will certainly be missed.

Key developments in the Courts

| will now turn to review the key developments in our courts over the preceding year.
Delivery of Judgments

In my 2019 Legal Year speech, | spoke about timeliness being our top priority and how
steps have been taken to ensure that time lines for the delivery of judgment are met. |
emphasized the importance of improving performance in case disposal and the target set
for the delivery of judgments by judges and judicial officers of 1 month for cases in general
and not exceeding 3 months for more complex cases after the close of submissions.

| am pleased to report that our statistics have shown that from 1 January to 27 October
2019, 94% of judgments in the Intermediate Court and 87% of judgments in the Magistrates
Court were delivered between a period of less than 1 month to 3 months.

| am encouraged to see that there has been a change in attitudes towards the monitoring of
cases, with an emphasis on statistics in relation to clearance rates and waiting periods, and
the adoption of a more robust approach towards case management. | wish to underscore
that whilst we must continue to strive for the timely and efficient disposal of cases, we must
also enhance the quality of our work. Even as we look to reduce delays, more time should be
spent on the substance and merits of a dispute as opposed to procedural matters. Though
the Judiciary bears the primary responsibility for the judicial system, other stakeholders
also have an interest in the system and have a significant role to play in advancing it. In
order to achieve our targets, we continue to seek the support of the Attorney General’s

Chambers and the Bar in meeting the needs and expectations of the public we serve.
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Mediation

Moving onto the topic of mediation, the Judiciary remains committed to the use of
mediation and it is hoped that with consistent support from the Bar, our initiatives in
encouraging mediation will take firm root. Whilst the mediation process remains voluntary
in our jurisdiction, we have seen a healthy increase in the number of cases being mediated
before our accredited mediators where in 2019, a total of 14 cases have been referred for
mediation in the High Court with 2 out of 3 cases having been successfully mediated.

In August 2019, we saw Brunei Darussalam together with 45 countries including the
United States, China, India, South Korea, Malaysia, and Singapore sign the United Nations
Convention on International Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation. Not only
does it highlight the prominence of mediation as a method of dispute resolution globally
but as a signhatory, it underlines the commitment made by Brunei Darussalam on the use of
mediation in settling international commercial disputes.

Whilst the benefits of mediation are well known, | must re-emphasize that mediation is
a more cost efficient and harmonious form of dispute resolution than litigation and our
statistics have also evidenced a growing momentum in favour of mediation by parties.
Ultimately, our vision is to see mediation feature prominently in the landscape of our
justice system and for it to be integrated into the dispute resolution process. In the field
of mediation, the Judiciary will continue to take steps to equip itself to better meet the
challenges and demands of today and to remain ahead of the curve for tomorrow.

International Front

Looking beyond the domestic sphere, the Judiciary continues to develop and strengthen its
judicial networks internationally.

In September 2019, we held a forum on the ‘Modernisation of Case Management’ where
the Right Honourable Lord Justice Gross, Lead Judge for International Relations from the
Judiciary of England and Wales wasthe keynote speakerand panelist. It wasthe second forum
that was organized by our Supreme Court and supported by the British High Commission
in Brunei Darussalam with the participation of a senior member of the Judiciary of England
and Wales. | was very much encouraged by the attendance at the forum of all members
of the legal fraternity and it is hoped that it will foster the development of ideas and best
practices in the area of case management for the advancement of our respective judicial
systems. | am optimistic that with our continued efforts, we will forge a strong and valuable
relationship with the Judiciary of England and Wales as dialogues and exchanges such as

these are the bedrock of bilateral cooperation.

In October 2019, the Supreme Court of Brunei Darussalam marked a historic milestone
in its relationship with the Singapore Supreme Court with the appointment of Judicial
Commissioner Kannan Ramesh. Justice Ramesh holds his appointment in our Supreme
Court concurrently with his appointment as a full time High Court Judge of the Supreme
Court of Singapore, where he is also a judge of the Singapore International Commercial
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Court. With his extensive experience in dispute resolution, insolvency and restructuring and
international arbitration, Justice Ramesh’s appointment will enhance both international and
local investors’ confidence in Brunei Darussalam’s ability to deal with commercial disputes.
This will be in line with the country’s aspiration to achieve a dynamic and sustainable
economy under Wawasan Brunei 2035 and also to realise the Brunei Judiciary’s vision to
establish a world class judiciary and an excellent court system that strives to attain justice
for the individual and society through the rule of law.

Further judicial cooperation was seen through the attachment of 3 of our Intermediate
Court Judges in the Singapore Judiciary from October to November 2019. Our judges were
given a unique insight into the workings of Singapore’s Supreme Court and Family Justice
Courts and were assigned Judge-Mentors from the High Court for the duration of their
attachment. It was very much a practical learning experience for our judges which not only
provided them the opportunity to learn ‘Judge craft’ but also foster ties and build networks
between the two Judiciaries. The exposure given to our judges during their time with the
Singapore Judiciary was unparalleled and we believe that when our judges are provided
with the chance to participate in professional development programmes such as these,
they will be better able to maintain the high standards expected of them and our Judiciary.
We thank the Singapore Judiciary in establishing the attachment programme for our judges
and we look forward to advancing our co-operation with our Singaporean counterparts in
the years to come.

In terms of our legal system’s standing on the international front, | am also pleased to
report that Brunei Darussalam has made substantive improvements for the indicators on
‘Enforcing Contracts’ and ‘Resolving Insolvency’ on the World Bank’s annual Doing Business
Report 2020 where we climbed in the rankings to #66 and #59, respectively. This can be
attributed to the publication of reports and statistics online by the Judiciary and reforms
made in improving creditor’s rights when undertaking insolvency proceedings, thus
contributing to the strengthening of the overall Insolvency Framework of the country. It
Is my hope that this drive to improve the country’s business regulatory environment will
continue and the Judiciary will do its utmost in support of the efforts made by the Ease of
Doing Business Secretariat.

Guide to Media

Another initiative that has been put forward by the Judiciary is the introduction of ‘Media
Guidelines’. In reporting about the Courts, media outlets and journalists play an important
role in helping the public understand our work. Open justice is a fundamental principle of a
fair trial and this guide has been designed to help members of the media report fairly and
accurately. The Media Guidelines were written to promote transparency and the principle
of open justice; facilitate fair and accurate reporting of matters before the Court; and

enhance the public’s understanding of the Court’s function and its work.

The just determination of disputes by independent judges in public courtrooms, and the
publication of the reasons for their judgments, is a cornerstone of the rule of law.

19



It is for the public at large to see the law and judicial process at work and | would encourage
the publication of judgments in the media, especially those that would be in the public
interest. Media access to the court is a way in which to improve public knowledge and
transparency about the working of our courts. To my mind, this important principle helps

preserve public confidence in the justice system in Brunei Darussalam.

Judicial Conduct Handbook

On another note, | am pleased to announce the introduction of a Judicial Conduct and Ethics
Handbook which sets out guidelines for judges and judicial officers about their conduct. It
IS imperative that there should be a set of standards of ethical conduct to be expected of
judges and judicial officers. Chief Justice Earl Warren of the United States Supreme Court
famously observed that the law floats in a sea of ethics. With the internal distribution of
these guidelines, it is hoped that it will not only assist our judges and judicial officers in
exercising their duties but also secure respect and support for the Judiciary. It is important
to highlight that these guidelines do not act as a Code but rather provide a set of principles
that reflect the court’s mission and goals, particularly in respect of preserving public trust
and confidence.

Our legal system is founded on the principle that the Judiciary is to faithfully discharge its
duties, to do right to all manner of people in interpreting and applying the laws of Brunei
Darussalam and do justice without fear or favour, affection or ill will, to the best of its ability.
The Judicial Conduct and Ethics Handbook will set out standards of professional ethical
conduct that judges and judicial officers must respect and honour in their duty to maintain
and enhance public confidence in the legal system. The guideline is non-exhaustive as it is
iImpossible to cover every possible situation and adopts a practical approach in providing
guidance and assistance for the proper conduct of judges and judicial officers where ethical
and professional issues may arise.

The Judiciary and the guidelines, however, are only as effective as the judges and judicial
officers who operate and apply it. It means these individuals must demonstrate good moral
conduct through values of independence, patience, integrity, fairness and accountability.
There is a well-known saying that “Trust should be guarded to the end: without trust we
cannot stand”. Indeed, trust is a fundamental requirement for any institution and it is of
central importance to the administration of justice and the rule of law that the public have
trust and confidence in our system. We, in the Judiciary, are committed to guarding this
trust.
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Conclusion

As | conclude, | would like to take this opportunity to thank the Chief Registrar, all officers
and staff of the Judiciary for the preparations made for today. | wish to also express my
gratitude to the Prime Minister’s Office, State Judiciary Department, Printing Department,
Department of Adat Istiadat Negara, Department of Enviroment, Park and Recreation and
Accident and Emergency Department of RIPAS Hospital for their continued support. | am
also grateful to the Commissioner of Police for the Guard of Honour Parade which is not
only a valued ceremonial tradition but reminds us of the role of the Royal Brunei Police
Force as a vital component of the justice system in maintaining law and order.

Lastly, thank you all very much for your presence this morning. On behalf of the Judiciary, |
wish each and every one of you a happy, healthy and fulfilling New Year. Thank you.

21



SPEECH BY :

THE HONOURABLE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Dato Seri Paduka Haji Hairol Arni bin
Haji Abdul Majid

My Lord Honourable Chief Justice,

Yang Amat Arif Chief Syariah Judge,

Dato Seri Setia Awg. Hj. Mokti Bin Hj. Mohd Daud, Minister at the PMO
Honourable Judges,

Excellences,

President of the Brunei Darussalam Law Society,

Members of the Bar,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatu and good morning

Firstly, | extend my warmest congratulations to your Lordship on being the recipient of the
international Jurist Award last year. A prestigious award and a deserving one in recognition of
yvour Lordship lifelong contribution in the field of administration and advancement of justice.
As member of the legal fraternity, we share your joy in that not only the award recognizes your
Lordship’s leadership in improving the justice deliver system but as well a recognition by the
international fraternity that the Brunei Judiciary remain a strong, independent organ of the
State.

As always, it is a great honour and a privilege for me to attend and address member of the
legal fraternity in this important occasion marking the opening of the legal year to reaffirm
our commitment to uphold the principle of the rule of law, justice and independence of the
Judiciary.
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Every beginning of the new legal year appears to bring degree of focus and importance for the
legal profession as a whole. For the Attorney Generals Chamber it has always been to improve
the core competences in terms of building human resources and efficient disposal of work with
the aid of technology in order to allow us more efficiently response to the inevitable increasing
work load. Hopefully this year we will achieve these goals with the new initiatives and business
plans within the desired time frames.

Last year holds particular significance for the Supreme Court. His Majesty has consented to
the appointment of Justice Kannan Ramesh and Justice Edward Timothy Woolley as Judicial
Commissioners of the Supreme Court. The former being a full time High Court Judge in the
Supreme Court of Singapore and the latter a former Deputy High Court Judge in Hong Kong. |
am in no doubt that their addition would enhance the quality and the delivery of justice in the
Supreme court.

Also my warmest congratulation to Pg. Izad Ryan bin Pengiran Laila Kanun Di-Raja Pg. Hj. Bahrin
on his recent election as President of the Law Society and as well the new Council Members on
their appointments for the next 2 years. Pg. Izad, an old hand in the post who | am sure would
bring experience in the job. | hope he would continue to pursue the phenomenal work of his
predecessor, Mr. Zheng On and the Attorney General’s Chamber will continue to work closely
with the Law Society in any way it can, in maintaining standard and its integrity.

BrulPO

| am happy to report that Brunei Darussalam Intellectual Property Office, also known as BrulPO is
now officially part of the Chambers. Our family has been extended since BrulPO was transferred
to the Chambers in April 2019 with a view to facilitating IP protection and enforcement to thrive
as well as the need for future expansion. In this regard, legislation under the purview of BrulPO
has been amended accordingly in order to give effect to the return of BrulPO to the Chambers
as well as the appointment of the Attorney General as the Registrar. These include the Trade
Marks Act, Industrial Designs Order, 1999, Plant Varieties Protection Order, 2015 and Patents
Order, 2011.

Legislative Amendments

Last year in 2019, the Anti Trafficking in Persons Order and Prevention of People Smuggling
Order came into force and these orders have repealed the previous legislation that covered
both offences for trafficking and people smuggling in the same legislation.

We are conscious of the fact that human trafficking and people smuggling are complex issues
and for enforcement agencies concerned, it has become increasingly difficult to detect expertly,
with its intricate infrastructure involving major and minor players and for most, purely for
profit. This is again especially true when many individuals consent to being smuggled to escape,
hardship and poverty in order to seek better opportunities abroad. Thus, making it difficult to
detect them as being victims or offenders and as this difference is not readily apparent.

| am happy to say that these new Orders have enacted new additional éléments in its provision
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in terms of court procedures and protection of victims in order to strengthen and improve the
existing legislative framework in this matter. | am conscious of the fact that the enforcement
agencies concerned need to do more on this on an urgent basis and be vigilant in tackling
this issue, at best by targeting the supply chain. Having said that, | am happy to note that we
have seen increased awareness and engagement not only between enforcement agencies but
foreign embassies as well.

These new legislations clearly demonstrate Brunei’s recognition of the vulnerability of victims
of human trafficking and smuggling and our commitment to the protection of these victims and
focus in bringing to justice the perpetrators in a swift and efficient manner.

Money Laundering

Another issues which | like to touch this morning is on money laundering. There appear to be an
increase in the prosecution of money laundering cases which involves cases from breaking up
large amount of cash into smaller amount, depositing into banks accounts, selling of proceeds
of crime and purchasing items using proceed of crime. Money laundering has become so
sophisticated that there is more pressing need for consultation, coordination and cooperation
amongst countries especially given the spade of technological advances which has aided crimes
across our borders.

In April last year The Attorney General, Minister of Justice and Minister of Law of ASEAN met
in Yogyakarta, Indonesia to endorse the elevation of the Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistant in
Criminal matters (among Like-Minded ASEAN Member Countries) into an ASEAN Treaty. This
would provide ASEAN Member states with important legal and institutional framework to deal
with transboundary and transnational crimes through close cooperation and coordination
amongst member’s states.

Despite that, | believe there a still many challenges that we need to overcome if we were to
safely say we are able to deal with this efficiently. | am conscious of the fact that early detection
on money laundering and prompt investigation by relevant authorities are vital to this. There is
the difficulty by investigators in obtaining records and to follow through the money trails. The
emergence and use of so called “anonymity enhance cryptocurrencies” has impeded access
to evidence gathering. Perhaps the most obvious limitation is the lack of human and technical
expertise on money laundering. These are challenges the relevant enforcement agencies

concerned urgently need to overcome.

Data Protection

Quite recently there had been an emerging focus in data protection. This is vital if we were to
promote economic growth in particular in online environment and as well to ensure a high level
of protection of fundamental human rights. It is rapidly evolving area and firstly, we must ensure
that our legislations are fit for purpose in light of technological and regulatory development.

Secondly whether they are aligned with the other relevant international standard instrument.
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Apparently, our legislative framework on this regards has been largely fragmented and
inadequate. The relevant one being the Misuse of Computer Act. In short, there is overarching
requirement on an urgent basis, for us to revise and legislated if need be, new law in in light of
this recent development in data protection standard and as well as the pervasive collection of
personal data through rampant and daily use of our electronic gadgets.

Law Society

Finally allow me to say in few words concerning the Law Society. During the opening of the
legal year last year, | have expressed my concern over the current 2 tier disciplining process
under the Legal Profession Act in particular the challenges with regard to the appointment of
additional members to be part of the process and the delay in disposal of matters. | am happy
to report this morning that the Attorney General’s Chamber have met with the members of the
Law Society and has come up with a positive outcome, being a draft amendment that makes
provision for disciplinary matter to be dealt with by the disciplinary committee at the same
time doing away with 2 tier system. It is my hope that these amendments will find the right
balance of mercy and justice with expedited disposal of complaints, to ensure that the interest
of all these concerned are protected whilst preserving the integrity and the standard of the
legal profession.

During the discussion with the Law Society, we also touched on the issue of the changing
future and the impending liberalization of the legal profession in this global business and trade.
Obviously, what is apparent to us all, is that the landscape of the profession is changing. In its
physical and technological forms, law firms no longer require big physical space while the use
of virtual office is also considered. Law net and lexis Nexis have almost replaced the stacked
and the voluminous judgements books and law reports that dons the beautiful and elegant if
not archaic of the firm’s library.

In its practical form as well, developed jurisdictions have encouraged local law firms to engage
with foreign law firms via international partnerships, joint ventures or employment of foreign
expert in a local firm and to such an extent that law firms are allows to exist as limited liability
entity. | believe there are some of the issues which the law society will have to address in the
future. The success of the legal profession will depend on the profession capacity and openness

to change.

| do not intend to dwell on this very interesting and provoking topic save to say that for Attorney
General’s Chamber will continue to monitor the development of the legal profession as a whole
and while the government may have some say in the matter, | believe that the law society
members themselves should dictate how its future is to be formed having regards to local
environments and development. As | indicated in my meeting with the Law Society, | would
leave it to their good judgement to decide its future by recognizing the challenges facing it.

On this important occasion, | would like to take the opportunity to thank the personnel of the

Royal Brunei Police Force, Anti-Corruption Bureau, Narcotic Control Bureau, Royal Custom and
Excise, the Prison Department, Immigration and National Registration Department and Labour
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On thisimportant occasion, | would like to take the opportunity to thank the personnel of the
Royal Brunei Police Force, Anti-Corruption Bureau, Narcotic Control Bureau, Royal Custom

and Excise, the Prison Department, Immigration and National Registration Department and
Labour Department for their hard work, cooperation and dedication in maintaining peace

and stability in the country.

To conclude, | wish your Lordship, members of the Judiciary, members of the legal fraternity
ad all present this morning a happy and successful new year 2020.
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SPEECH BY :
THE PRESIDENT OF LAW SOCIETY

Pengiran Izad Ryan bin Pengiran Laila Kanun
Di-Raja Pengiran Haji Bahrin

My Lord Chief Justice,

Yang Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Laila Setia Bakti Diraja Dato Laila Utama Haji Awang Isa,
Special Adviser to His Majesty and Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office.

Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Setia Haji Abdul Mokti Bin Haji Mohd Daud, Minister at the Prime
Minister’s Office

Esteemed members of the Judiciary,

Chief Judge of the Syar’ie Court,

The Honourable Attorney General,

fellow counsel and colleagues of the legal profession,
distinguished guests,

ladies and gentlemen,

Assalamualaikum and good morning.

| wish also to extend a warm welcome in particular to our overseas guests:
1) Dato’ Abdul Fareed, President of the Malaysian Bar; and
3) Mr Amirli Nassir, Vice President of the Hong Kong Law Society.

We are thankful for the blessings of Allah subahanahu wata’ala for being able to come
together on this occasion to mark the opening of this legal year 2020.

On behalf of the Law Society, | wish to congratulate the appointments of Justice Edward
Timothy Starbuck Woolley and Justice Kannan Ramesh as Judicial Commissioners. Justice
Woolley was previously Chief Registrar and Justice Ramesh, is a sitting judge of the Supreme
Court of Singapore. Their experience and ability will no doubt strengthen the bench and
the cause of justice here in Brunei.
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The Law Society wishes also to congratulate the appointment Nur Eleana binti Dato Paduka
Hj Hairol Arni as Registrar of the High Court and and Mohammad Marzugi bin Sabtu as
Magistrate.

As My Lord may well recall, this is not the first time that | have had the honour of making
this address, my first speech at this ceremony as President of the Law Society was a decade
ago, in 2010. The time has passed in a blink of an eye. While | will assure My Lord that |
have not recycled my speech from 10 years ago- | do find that some familiar themes- as of
necessity at this occasion- will be revisited.

| would address 3 main topics this morning: - Continuity, Challenges and the Rule of Law.
Continuity.

| am honoured and thankful to my fellow counsel and colleagues in the profession for
giving me this opportunity to say a few words on their behalves today.

We held elections at the end of last year and welcomed to the Council of the Law Society
Dk Nadeeya Binti Pg Hj Mohd Salleh and Ms Vanessa On. We welcomed back to Council
past president Hj Muhammad Zainidi Bin Haji Abdul Hamid. Ms Veronica Rajakanu stayed
on as statutory member appointed by the council as did Hjh Nor Hashimah Hj Mohd Taib
statutory member appointed by the Honourable Attorney General.

The other office bearers on the Council are Vice President Hf Mohamad Rozaiman Dato
Abdul Rahman. Secretary, Hj Mansur Bin DP Dr Hj Abdul Latif and Treasurer Hj Ahmad
Basuni Hj Abbas.

| wish to thank all members of the Law Society Council both past and present for their
service to the Law Society. The position calls for much time spent outside an already
demanding professional practice and presents a further sacrifice of personal and family
time. In particular | wish to commend the immediate past president Mr On Hung Zheng for
the energy and commitment that he put into his 2 years as President.

i

As Your Lordship stated in last years speech- that “incremental reforms would be
undertaken to improve the quality of justice...there is no need to reinvent the wheel”, the
Law Society will similarly, for the years 2020/2021 seek to build on what has gone before
and to make what incremental changes it can to improve things, without seeking to re-
think our purpose or mission or how we will go about doing things.

In terms of last year’s activities, the Law Society continued to offer access to the law for
society’s less privileged at a monthly free legal advice clinic. The clinic offers legal advice to
members of the public who in order to be eligible need to show Brunei residence, and must
produce documentary evidence of a monthly income of less than BND1,500.00. Eligible
members of the public must also not have been previously represented by any legal firm
prior to seeking advice from the Clinic.
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Since being reestablished in 2018, the Clinic has provided advice to 62 members of public,
addressing a wide range of enquiries, from bankruptcy matters, to defamation claims,
family and sharia and criminal law advice. 42% of the attendees were women.

We are grateful to the Judiciary for allowing us to conduct the legal advice clinic from the
Law and Courts Building in Bandar Seri Begawan and the Courts Building in Kuala Belait.

The Law Society has expanded the scope of this private legal aid by the establishment of a
fund, with approval from the Ministry of Home Affairs, to pay some costs for representation
in certain criminal and family matters. Applicants will need to satisfy the same requirements
as the legal aid clinic. It is envisaged that for the time being volunteer members of the
legal profession will be able to provide mitigation and negotiation services to applicants
in criminal matters. This is a start, and the hope is that in addition to improving access
to justice it would also provide young lawyers with an opportunity to develop and hone
advocacy skills, without necessarily having to undertake work gratis at the expense of
their employers. It is hoped that funding will be derived from donations from law firms,
individuals and companies.

Last year, in furtherance of our commitment to continuing legal education, the Law Society,
with assistance from the Continuing Legal Education arm of the Singapore Law Society put
on an advocacy skills work shop with trainers made up of senior counsel from Singapore,
QC from Australia and South Africa. The 2-day course was preceded by a trainer’s course
so that senior members of the bar here could be armed with the tools and skill to conduct
our own advocacy skills clinics. | am pleased to inform Your Lordship that 5 members of the
bar have undertaken the trainer’s course on advocacy skills.

The advocacy skills work shop was attended by counsel from private firms and the Attorney
Generals’ Chambers, with law students from UNISSA gaining useful insight and exposure
by providing role play. We are again grateful to the courts for providing the use of the
court buildings to run this clinic. It is a testament to the good working relationship that
we have between the Judiciary, the Attorney Generals Chambers, the Law Society and
UNISSA that everyone could work together with the common aim of improving the quality
and standards of advocacy. We believe that sound and responsible advocacy can assist the
courts to achieve just results in the most efficient manner possible. This can only advance
and strengthen the Rule of Law.

In terms of our regulatory function, as raised by the Honorable Attorney General in his
speech last year, the Law Society has proposed some amendments to the Law Society
Order in relation to disciplinary procedures. While we are conscious that the process must
safe guard the interests of the profession while balancing it with the public interests, the
general consensus was that the procedure has too many steps and for a small community
such as ours, finding sufficient persons to be involved in the process without giving rise to
conflict of interest is difficult. We believe that the proposed amendments will continue to

safeguard the interests of the profession as well to encourage the trust of the public.
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At last year’s General Meeting, the Society passed a motion to allow the council to look
into the establishment of rules for compulsory professional indemnity insurance. This
Is similar to what is practiced in other jurisdictions and in other professions locally. We
believe that it is good for the profession to have this in place and serves as a measure of
public protection.

Challenges.

In 2019, there where 26 petitions filed for the admission to the Brunei Bar. To date this
number represents the largest number of admissions to the Bar in any single year. As of
September 2019, there were 129 annual practicing certificates issued. If all of those called
to the Bar were to join the profession, by applying for an annual practicing certificate, we
would have an increase in numbers of roughly 20%.

The clear challenge therefore is to be able to find sufficient work for the numbers of young
lawyers entering the profession, giving them a sustainable and long-term livelihood.

It should be noted that many applicants for call have been educated in some of the highest-
ranking universities in the world. It is not therefore a lack of talent that is a challenge, but
a need now to expand the opportunities for growth.

We have to admit that in today’s challenging economy finding room for such growth is
difficult. The legal profession is essentially engaged in providing services to business and
industry, if the level of economic activity is low, then it effects the ability of the profession

to also grow and create employment opportunities.

| echo the calls of previous Presidents to suggest that when budgets are being finalized in
the months to come at various GLC’s and statutory bodies, that spending on legal services
come with the consideration of how that spending will or will not have any impact in the
local market and in the growth of local experience and skills.

The growth of automation, technology and artificial intelligence may mean that professional
time will be freed up from more mundane tasks. These will conversely put pressure on our
members to provide services in shorter time frames and at lower costs. The expectation
will therefore be for the profession to provide a higher quality of analysis and thought. Our
challenge looking forward is to equip members of the Law Society with the tools necessary
to be able to remain relevant in this ever-changing world.

Looking towards the new decade, | personally expect that these challenging conditions will

continue, our profession like many others will need to confront these challenges, and seek
to adapt in order to progress.
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The Rule of Law.

It is our good fortune that we live and work in a safe, secure and stable environment. For
this we are forever grateful for the wise and benevolent leadership of the His Majesty the
Sultan and Yang Di Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.

We are in no doubt that a strong commitment to the rule of law contributes to this safety
and security.

The Law Society aligns itself with the principles underpinning the Rule of Law :- strong
and independent institutions, the integrity of due process, rules that are clear and easily
understood, equality before the law, the absence of arbitrary administrative actions. In all
of these respects we are thankful to all that are present here that we continue to live and

work under these conditions.

Under these conditions, we can all go about our day to day business without fear and in
safety, businesses can thrive when contracts clear and easily enforced, investments in the
future can be made confidently and in the long term.

It is our fervent hope that these will continue in order that all members of society can be
allowed to grow and develop, to nurture themselves and their families for the future.

There is one aspect that | would touch on in this context and it is in the role of the legal
profession to be able to speak up and to speak freely for all and especially for those without
ability to be heard, whether they are from a minority or as a result of having less means.
While the members of the Law Society are aware of their important role in this and how it
may foster and encourage the Rule of Law, we also recognize it is a special privilege to be
able to speak freely in the courts and we recognize the need to exercise such privilege with
responsibility and integrity and to earn and strive for public trust and confidence.

To this end, and in the wider cause of the advancement of the rule of law, we look forward
to working in the coming year with the Judiciary and the Courts and the Attorney Generals
Chambers in this important and testing function with the ultimate aim of bringing a benefit
to the community that we all serve.

The Law Society will also seek to continue to support the aims and aspirations of the
Government of His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di- Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam.

| Thank My Lord Chief Justice, the Chief Registrar and all parties involved for organizing
today’s ceremony. | wish My Lord Chief Justice the members of the judiciary, the Attorney
Generals Chambers and the Profession a safe and productive year ahead.
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COURT OF APPEAL

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and travel

restrictions in early 2020, the Court of Appeal
was unable to hold any session in 2020. The | !
Judges of the Court of Appeal are Mr. Justice
Burrell, Mr. Justice Seagroatt and Mr. Justice

Lunn.

Despite the pandemic, the Registry has
maintained its team of Registrars, Legal &
Assistants, interpreters, Court Recorders '

and clerks and have continued to provide |

assistance and registry services for cases

before being filed before the Court of Appeal sessions.

A total of 17 criminal matters and 8 civil matters were filed in 2020. These cases will be brought
forward and heard in 2021 subject to travel policies. Provisions have been made to hold an

additional session/s in 2021 so as to ensure that all cases are heard.

With respect to a recent civil case decided by the Court of Appeal, the Court once again decided
on the issue of property law, and deliberated on the Torrens system of land registration and
formation of trusts. The Torrens system is the official system used by the government of Brunei

Darussalam for land registration and land transfer system, in which the Land Department keeps a

register of land holdings, which serves as the conclusive evidence of title of the person recorded
on the register as the beneficial owner, and of all other interests recorded on the register.
Ownership of land is transferred by registration of a transfer of title, instead of by the use of
deeds (or trusts). The main benefit of the system is to enhance certainty of title to land and to
simplify dealings involving land. The case decided by the Court of Appeal explored the creation of
a trust, however inadequate documentation and explanation by the parties meant that the Court

was not satisfied that a trust had been created.

With respect to criminal cases, the Court of Appeal continued to take notice that a substantial
number of appeals are filed after the period to file an appeal has passed. This has meant that there
havebeenanumberofapplicationsforleavetoappeal. The Courthascontinuedtoremindwould-be
appellantstheirrighttoappealandhavedialogueswiththePrisonRecordsUnitsoastoPrison Officers

the importance of allowing appellants access to filing an appeal within the stipulated time period.
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Evenwiththe absence ofthe Court of Appeal sittingin 2020, there had been regular communication
through email between the judiciary and the judges of the Court of Appeal. The Court of Appeal
together with the Registry are eager and committed to ensuring that cases will be dealt with as

soon as it is practicable in 2021.

HIGH COURT REGISTRY
The unexpected COVID-19 pandemic meant that the High Court and its Registry had to implement

its Business Continuity Plan in early 2020.

In the first quarter of 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic the following arrangements were put

in place to ensure the safety of all court staff and court users:

o Work from home on rotation for staff

* Social distancing work areas including dividing registry staff into different work areas
» Regular and scheduled cleaning of public areas

® Temperature checks and BruHealth barcode on the Court premises

° Video conferencing hearings

° Moving chamber hearings into court

° One stop centre in the High Court lobby for easy access to information and dropping

of documents

o Promoting communication via email
o Providing online services where possible
° Adjourning non-urgent cases

By May 2020 services resumed to normal and all hearings resumed as usual.

In 2020 the Judiciary bade farewell to Justice Pengiran Datin Hjh Rostaina bte Pg Hj Duraman.
Justice Pengiran Datin Hjh Rostaina had a long career with the Judiciary and held several key
positions including the Chief Magistrate, Chief Registrar, Official Receiver, Probate Officer and

eventually as a High Court Judge. We wish her well in her future endeavours.

The High Court also welcomed Judicial Commissioner Haji Abdullah Soefri bin POKSMDSP
Hj Abidin. As a Judicial Commissioner, His Lordship will be tasked to hear both civil and
criminal cases within the High Court’s jurisdiction. It is hopeful that due to His Lordship’s
vast experience as a magistrate and Intermediate Court Judge that the transition

to the High Court will be a natural progression in his long standing judicial career.
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Alongside his new appointment, His Lordship will also retain the post of the Chief Registrar of the

Supreme Court, Official Receiver, Sheriff and Probate officer.

Despite the pandemic, the High Court was able to hold one Visiting Judge session in October
2020. The hearing before Mr. Justice Ramesh was heard entirely online with the Judge being
situated in Singapore, Counsel being present in Brunei and some witnesses giving evidence from
Malaysia. As this was the first trial that was heard completely online, amendments to the law,
detailed directions and technical expertise were required by the Court to ensure that the case

was heard without major issues. The Registry would like to express its thanks to all the staff

iInvolved, the Singapore Judiciary and also Counsel for their cooperation in ensuring that the trial

proceeded.

The experience from this exercise is a welcome contribution to the jurisprudence of Brunei

Darussalam.

In addition to online hearings, the High Court has utilized Section 16 C of the Supreme Court
Act, Chapter 5 to reduce its backlog. Under this section the High Court may have certain classes
of High Court cases heard by an Intermediate Court Judge for the purposes of being efficient
and expeditious. As a start, 8 cases have been selected and have been assigned to various

Intermediate Court Judges.

This is just one example of how the High Court continues to look for a variety of ways to improve
its services. This continuous process of identifying and implementing new activities is something

the Registry hopes to continue in 2021.




BANKRUPTCY OFFICE
L

PEJABAT PEGAWAI PENERIMA RASMI
BAHAGIAN PENDAFTARAN KEBANKRAPAN
OFFICIAL RECEIVER'S CHAMBERS
| BANKRUPTCY REGISTRY
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The Official Receiver’s Chamber (ORC), commonly known as the Bankruptcy Office is responsible
in the management of judgment debtor’s estates, as trustee for bankrupts’ estates as well as
dealing with the financial affairs of wound up companies. The Bankruptcy Registry is located in
Bandar Seri Begawan and is situated at the Ground Floor, High Court - Supreme Court Building at
Jalan Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Saleha, Brunei-Muara. The head of the ORC is Hj Abdullah Soefri
bin POKSM DSP Haji Abidin as the Official Receiver and is assisted by Senior Registrar Dk Hjh
Norismayanti binti Pg Hj Ismail who oversees the Registry, Deputy Official Receivers (DORs) and

Assistant Official Receivers (AORs) on a daily basis.

Core function

The core functions of the ORC are as follows:

(a) To manage and administer the finances and estates of individuals and companies under
bankruptcy and insolvency;

(b) Hold creditors’ meetings with creditors and judgment debtors;

(c) To collect payments from judgment debtors and liquidate assets of wound up companies;

(d) To make payment of composition and to declare dividends to creditors on record on a regular

basis.
Other services:

(a) Deal with applications for name searches from both the government and private sector

(b) Registration of Deeds of Assighments
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Challenges in 2020

The year 2020 has indeed been a challenging year in Brunei Darussalam. It is without a doubt
that the development of the Covid1l9 pandemic has affected the working environment in the
country to a large extent especially during the height of the measures taken to restrict the spread
of the Covid19 virus in the country. The challenges faced by the ORC are no different from other
government institutions and as a result, changes were made to the day to day running of the
Bankruptcy Registry and the routine hearing of creditors’ meetings by the implementation of the

ORC’s Business Continuity Plan (BCP).

The BCP can be briefly described as a set of plans to be adopted within the ORC as and when the
situation progressed from a level 1 category to level 4 category. Level 1 reflects minimal disruption
to the current operations of the ORC with additional measures put in place and level 4 category
renders the office non-operational and work is commenced remotely and is severely limited. Any
changes to the ORC’s work process was made pursuant to the advice issued by the Ministry of

Health, the Chief Registrar’s Circulars No.1 and 2 of 2020 and the BCP.

In the course of the implementation of the BCP, it was accepted that there will be services that
would be largely affected. These changes temporarily limited the public and legal fraternity access
to services and ORC’s function to hold creditors’ meetings. Despite these changes, the ORC’s main

objective was to continue its day to day services with as minimal disruption as possible.

Unaffected services

With the existence of the judiciary’s e-filing system as well as the Judicial Case Management System
(JCMS), the ORC continued to receive online filings for both bankruptcy and company winding up
cases. The ORC also continued to receive from and issue correspondences to judgment debtors and
creditors through emails and JCMS. Declarations of dividends and payment of composition by DORs
also proceeded without interruption. Other services inclusive of name searches and registration of

deed of assignments also proceeded with minimal disruption.

Affected services

1.Counter Services

On the 24th March 2020, counter services were effectively shut down pursuant to the BCP. To
minimise disruption to counter services, drop boxes were set up in the lobby of the High Court
- Supreme Court building for the purposes of filing, receiving and issuing correspondences and
applications. Log books were also put in place requiring visitors to register themselves upon use
of the drop boxes and for contact purposes. Visitors would then be contacted via telephone or

email to collect any outgoing documents or correspondences at a fixed date and time.
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2. Registry
During the early stages of the BCP, the registry rearranged the registry’s workspace by
segregating the staff into two teams with separate workspaces in order to adhere to social

distancing practices as well as regular cleaning of their workstations.

On the 21st March 2020, the ORC implemented a shift system which enabled staff to work from
home on a weekly rotation. This effectively cut down the presence of staff physically at the
office but did not impact the day to day work in a significant manner due to the overall changes

in effect for bankruptcy work at the time.

3. Creditors’ meetings

Following the Chief Registrar’s Circular No. 2 of 2020 dated 14th March 2020, all creditors’
meetings were suspended until the 31st March 2020. This date was further revised to the 18th
May 2020 based on the development of the judiciary’s BCP. Due to the suspension of creditors’
meetings, this resulted in the adjournment of 3 months’ worth of bankruptcy cases which had

to be dealt with as backlogs upon recommencement of meetings in June 2020.

During this period between mid March 2020 to mid May 2020, the ORC also implemented a work
from home system for DORs. Similar to the approach taken on bankruptcy staff, DORs were also
separated into 2 teams with one team working from home on a weekly rotation. Aside from
the suspension of creditors’ meetings, DORs continued to process bankruptcy matters from
either the office or from home. Unlike other chamber hearings before the Registrars of the
Supreme Court, the option of adopting virtual meetings was not feasible due to the number
of legal representatives involved and the unavailability of internet facilities for the judgment
debtors. To proceed with creditors’ meetings via video conferencing would not be conducive

nor efficient to deal with the agenda of the creditors’ meetings.

Recovery Stage

As the judiciary was slowly entering the recovery stage during the ongoing pandemic, soon
after the 18th May 2020, the registry resumed counter services with safety and precautionary
measures put in place. Staff and DORs ended their work from home shift system and resumed
normal working hours. Creditors’ meeting effectively resumed in June 2020. Priority was given

to adjourned bankruptcy cases in order to reduce the backlog of creditors’ meetings that were

initially suspended. It is estimated that by the end of December 2020, all backlog of creditors’

meetings will be cleared.
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Throughout the pandemic, officers and staff abided by and continue to adhere to the guidelines
on cleanliness and disinfecting of the workplace. As required by the Ministry of Health, the
judiciary including the ORC ensured that all persons who attended creditors’ meetings and
court hearings were required to scan the Bruhealth code before entering any chambers or

courtrooms.

Deputy Official Receivers (DORs)

The year 2020 also saw changes in the composition of DORs. There are currently seven (7)
DORs under the ORC in comparison to the nine (9) DORs in 2019. The change was made as
part of the Judiciary’s goal towards reducing multi-tasking of roles for its judicial officers. As of

October 2020, DORs assigned to the ORC are as follows:

Hajah Noor Amalina binti DP Hj Alaihuddin
Dk Siti Nursu’aidah binti Pg Jufrizar @ Pg Tajuddin
Hajah Normazdina binti Haji Md. Maskub
Muhd Muzakkir bin Haji Zakaria

Nurul Hidayah binti Hamdan

Nuuror-Raheebah binti Haji Abd Wahab

Nur Eleana binti Dato Seri Paduka Hj Hairol Arni
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One of the main duties of DORs is to effect payments to creditors from Official Receivers’
accounts set up for bankruptcy cases. During the suspension of creditors’ meetings, DORs
utilised this time to issue more payments of compositions and declare dividends for bankruptcy
cases. From January to October 2020, payments of composition and dividends have been
declared in 453 cases totalling $18,022,520.13. The number of Rescission Orders granted

increased from 59 cases in 2019 to 147 cases as of 31st October 2020.
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Registry staff
There is currently only one Bankruptcy Registry and it deals with the filing of all bankruptcy cases
for the whole of Brunei Darussalam. As of November 2020, the registry welcomed two (2) new

clerks. The registry staff is now comprised of:

e One (1) legal assistant - acting Assistant Official Receiver
e One (1) office supervisor

e One (1) registration clerk

e Five (5) clerks

e One (1) process server - assigned to the Bankruptcy Registry.

Despite the number of available staff, the numerous responsibilities assigned to the registry and
the challenges faced in the first half of 2020, the registry has continued to function efficiently.
The responsibilities worthy of mention are the assignment of case files and distributions of JCMS
filings to DORs, fixing Creditor’s Petitions and Motions before High Court Judges, ensuring all
notices for creditors’ meetings are issued expediently as well as the preparation of notices of
Receiving Order, First Creditors’ Meetings, Adjudication Orders and Rescissions Orders. These
responsibilities are just a few of the huge numbers of tasks undertaken by the Registry. Their

unwavering efforts are commendable and are very much appreciated by the ORC.

To further enhance the performance of the registry, with effect from October 2020, changes
were made internally to the staff work process which has resulted in greater efficiency and

iImprovements in staff performance and the registry’s overall productivity.

Statistics

The following is a table of statistics comparing data gathered from January 2018 to October 2020.

2018 2019 31 October 2020

Bankruptcy Notices

IReceiving Orders ' 279 530 ' 330
IAdjudication Orders | 40 63 | 125
Rescission Orders ' 109 59 147
IDischarge of ' 5 | 0 ' 7

.Adjudication Orders

Winding Up Orders 14 8 12
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Based on the above statistics, it can be summarised that in 2020, there has been a significant
reduction in the registration of Bankruptcy Notices (320) compared to 452 in 2018 and 597
in 2019. It can also be noted that there is a 38% reduction in the number of Receiving Orders
granted in 2020 as opposed to the 530 Receiving Orders granted in 2019. Despite a decrease
in the number of judgment debtors brought under bankruptcy proceedings in 2020, there has
been almost a 100% increase in the number of judgment debtors declared bankrupt by the
grant of 125 Adjudication Orders in 2020 compared to only only 63 Adjudication Orders made in
2019. The statistics show that there is a trend of an increase in the number of judgment debtors
declared bankrupts as the years progress. On a positive note, there are a total of 154 (147 + 7)
judgment debtors that have been rescinded and/or discharged from bankruptcy as of October
2020. This is a significant increase from 59 in 2019. In respect of winding up of companies, there
has been a 50% increase in the number of Winding Up Orders granted but is still lower than the

number of Winding Up Orders granted in 2018 (14). There is however no record of dissolution

of companies made in the past 3 years.

Special Note
We express our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to government agencies and financial institutions

that are assisting the ORC in fulfilling its functions.

Contact information:

Tel: +673 22243939 - 46 (8 lines)
Fax number: +673 2220834
Email address for public: kebankrapan@judicial.gov.bn

Official website: http://www.judiciary.gov.bn
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PROBATE OFFICE

The main function of the Probate Registry includes

the issuance of :

a) Letter of Administration (where there is no

valid will)

b) Grant of Probate (where there is valid will)

c) Summary Grant (claim below $25,000.00)

In order to be recognized legally to deal with the

deceased’s estate in the case of where there is
' no will,an administrator must be appointed.In

the event there is a will an executor would be

~appointed as named in the will.

The Letter of Administration will be issued authorizing the person(s) to be appointed as the
administrator to administer the estate and distribute the assets in accordance to Probate and
Administration Act, Cap 11. Whereby if there is a will, the deceased must specify a person to be
appointed as the executor to carry out the instructions. The grant of probate is a court order
authorising an executor to administer the deceased’s estate in accordance to the instructions

in the will.

The main registry is at Bandar Seri Begawan headed by the Probate Officer, Hj Abdullah
Soefri bin POKSM DSP Haji Abidin which is being overseen by Deputy Probate Officer, Harnita
Zelda Skinner and assisted by Assistant Probate Officer (APO) Mohamamd Fikri Fathuddin bin
Assokan (Assistant Probate Officer), Noraadiyaati @ Raadhiyah Binti Taha (clerk) and Hajah
Fatimah Binti Swadi (clerk).

There are also Probate Registries in Kuala Belait (KB), Tutong (Tut) and Temburong (Tem)
districts which are overseen by Deputy Probate Officers and assisted by their staff. The current
staffs are Zuraidah Bte Abdul Rahman (KB), Nurul Aqgilah Zahra Binti Azmi (KB), Dk Norafidah
Binti Pg Hj Bungsu (Tut), Jauyah Binti Abdullah (Tut), Mohammad Khairuddin Bin Zakaria (Tut),

Noraiman Al-EImi Binti Mohd Shamsul (Tem) and Kasman Bin Kamis (Tem).

The registry would like to extend its gratitude to all the Deputy Official Receivers and staff for
their hard work and dedication in ensuring services to the public are processed efficiently and

also to the relevant stakeholders for ensuring that assets are being distributed in an orderly

manner.
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BUSINESS CONTINUITY PLAN (BCP)

During COVID-19 pandemic, all four registries have engaged a business continuity plan (BCP)
to minimise service disruptions and to take precautionary measures to provide a safe working

environment.

A. COUNTERS

With effect from 24th March 2020, service counters in all the four districts were closed on a

temporary basis. To ensure that court services are uninterrupted, the registries continue to

operate, though with adjustment. Temporary counters with drop boxes were set up in lobbies

for the purpose of receiving and collecting documents.

For new applications, a log book were provided for the public to leave their contact details
so the staff may contact them via telephone or email to set up an appointment to collect
forms and pay registration fee at the payment counter on a given date and time. For general
enquiries, public are advised to contact the registries via telephone or email. This is to minimise
the number of public entering the court premises so as to reduce the level of person-to person

contact.

B. VIRTUAL HEARINGS

Due to the number of pending applications and to reduce backlogs, a courtroom has been set
up for hearings to be conducted by video conference. The duty Deputy Probate Officer would
conduct the hearings in chamber while the petitioner is seated in a courtroom. Once hearings
are concluded, petitioners are advised to leave so as to allow other petitioners to enter the
court premises. In order to minimize the number of petitioners, hearings have been assigned

staggered timings to ensure safe distancing within the vicinity at all times.

C. STAFF

In order for the services to run efficiently and considering the limited number of staff, work
from home (WFH) was not implemented as some of the assignments requires access to Judicial
Case Management System (JCMS), TAFIS (for payment voucher) and scanning of documents.
To minimise the risk of potential COVID-19 spread in the workplace, a daily work rotation were
scheduled and staffs were physically segregated into separate rooms while carrying out their

duties.
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D. OPERATIONAL

With effect from May 2020, service counters were fully operational and hearings were conducted
as normal in chambers. In compliance to the recovery stage, precautionary measures continues
to be implemented such as temperature screening upon entering the court premise, maintaining

a clear physical spacing of a least one meter and observe marked seats.

Below is the statistics of applications registered and granted from 24th March 2020 to May 2020

during the implementation of the business continuity plan.

Districts Applications Registered Granted
40 64
2

Letter of Administration
Grant of Probate
Summary Grant

Kuala Belait Letter of Administration _

Grant of Probate

Bandar Seri
Begawan

Summary Grant

Tutong Letter of Administration
Grant of Probate
Summary Grant

Temburong Letter of Administration

Grant of Probate

Summary Grant

OIC|O|H|IO|W|PL|IO|PL|O|O

DH-&-&DQHH

RECENT CHANGES

With effect from 30th October 2020, pursuant to section 28 of the Probate and Administration
Act, Chapter 11, applications involving muslim estate is required to first obtain a Faraid

Certificate and and to determine the rightful administrator in respect of the estate from Syariah

Court before a Letter of Administration is granted.

For Grant of Probate, beneficiaries are required to obtain a Statutory Declaration specifying the

appointed administrator and the deceased’s estates.

For more information :
Email : probate.registry@judicial.gov.bn
Tel: (+673) 2243939 ext (109)

Website : www.judiciary.gov.bn
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MARRIAGE REGISTRY

The Civil Marriages Registry continues provide services with respect to the registration of their

civil marriages and name searches. The Registry was affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and has

sought to assist assistance to couples that have been affected.

Currently there is a pool of six Marriage Registrars and a pool of 3 shared clerks on hand to ensure

that applications are received and processed and that civil marriages are registered.

By 2021, the pool of Marriage ===
Registrars will be increased
to seven Marriage Registrars.
Information with respect to the
application has been updated
on the Judiciary’s website. In
addition, application forms can
also be downloaded from the same
website. Couples willnow also have
to go through an interview process
before a Marriage Registrar to !'

ensure that the documents and . ' 1;

application are complete before providing a date for the registration.

The use of technology through JCMS has continued to play a part in improving registry services
resulting in the ability to provide the marriage certificate instantaneously upon registration in
Bandar Seri Begawan. It is hoped that this service will also be available for couples that register

in Kuala Belait in 2021.

Following the guidelines issues by the Ministry of Health, the Registry is also able to cater 40

guests in the Court rooms, subject to availability of the court rooms with social distancing in

place.

The Registry looks forward to continuing to be part of the journey for new couples in 2021.
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TRANSLATION UNIT
The one year period of October 2019 to October 2020 saw the Translation Office of the Supreme

Court personnel working together effectively as a team in order to achieve the annual production

target —the commitment to uphold our service to the court and the public in general.

The unit received 181 applications from law firms and private individuals compared to 178
applications (October 2018 to September 2019). Translation from Malay/English to Traditional/

Simplified Chinese made up large number of applications, followed by Malay to English translation

applications.

As the unit takes part in the Business Continuity Plan (BCP) due to Covid-19 and under the
guidance and advice of Chief Registrar Haji Abdullah Soefri bin POK Saiful Mulok Haji Abidin,
the section whilst taking into consideration the room and location of the office, wellbeing of
translators and the public — launches an initiative to accept, process and submit documents via
online, works hand in hand by continuously updating applicants for the status of the application.

A separate e-mail was created as medium of communication.

Alhamdulillah all application process reached the desired target, without jeopardizing production
and objectives as well as vision of the office, even at the time when the world is hit by the deadly

pandemic.

This unit serves to accept various types of documents for translation and for certification
pertaining to court cases such as documents from other government departments. Although
generally the unit does not accept documents to be translated from private individuals for private
purposes, it accepts certain official pieces which need to be certified by the Court and embossed
with the Court seal to be recognized and submitted in foreign jurisdictions. These documents
are Birth Certificates, Ildentification Cards, Adoption Certificates, Marriage Certificates, Divorce
Certificates, Personal Academic Certificates and official documents from other government
departments. The translation service and certification this unit provides are chargeable for $S20

per page for translation and $20 per page for certification.
A team of dedicated translators in this unit comprise of Chief Translator Dayang Dewi Susianty Haji

Md Daud, Senior Translator Dayang Norfazidah Taib, Translator/Interpreter Dayang Nooreizah

Haji Md Jaya, and Senior Interpreter Awang Sun Tze Yun (for Chinese translation only).
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COURT INTERPRTERS AND RECORDERS

Year 2020 was faced with challenges and new norms due to Covid-19 and for the first time in
the history of Judiciary, particularly the Interpreter and Recorder Section, “work from home”
were introduced and arranged starting March 2020 until 2nd May 2020 as part of our initiatives

towards the pandemic control

During the first half of 2020, many cases were adjourned hence Interpreters were doing a lot of

updating the criminal files data into the JCMS and as for Recorders to complete their pending

notes.

Recruitment were slowing down during that period but we picked up during the second half
of 2020 where 2 more On-Call interpreters were trained and now working full time with the

Judiciary.

Now, we are still at our highest number of 18 interpreters in Bandar Seri Begawan and another 2
in Kuala Belait, 10 altogether giving full time services excluding those who are listed in our non-
full time “on-call pool”.

In 2020, the Government of His Majesty through the Public Service Commission has granted 2 more
Clerk/Interpreter posts and 1 more Senior Interpreter post to be employed by the Judiciary and
towards that, with the assistance of the State Judiciary Department, the posts were advertised,
written tests were conducted and interview was held for Clerk/Interpreter posts in December

2020 and we are still awaiting for dates of interview for the Senior Interpreter post.

As for Recorders, the number still remain 6 for High, Court Intermediate Court and Magistrate’s
Court. The introduction of the Court Recorder post was quite recent i.e. in late 2017. Hence the
assignment and supervision as well as distributions of task is handled by the Chief Interpreter. As
far as assignment of task, priority will be given to any Visiting Judges due to their short period of

stay in Brunei, High Court Judges and Intermediate Court Judges.

With the cooperation of all Interpreters and Recorders we will continue to strive harder towards

excellence.
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LIBRARY

The Library Unit is tasked with keeping, maintaining and updating the Laws of Brunei, providing an
efficient and effective legal source of information and coordinating the facilitating the purchase
and preservation of library materials. The Libraries of the Supreme Court and Subordinate Courts
of Brunei Darussalam in Bandar Seri Begawan, Tutong, Kuala Belait and Temburong are open to
all members of the legal fraternity and serves as one of the principal legal libraries in the country
in providing a legal reference service. Its collection consists predominantly of legal works and
material and contains approximately 21,000 volumes of textbooks, law reports and research
journals covering a range of legal resources from Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore, India, Pakistan,

Hong Kong, Australia and Britain.

As part of the country’s measures to reduce
the spread of COVID-19, the courts and its
services were effectively suspended to the LR
public on 24 March 2020 and access to the §

ibraries for members of the judiciary and

egal fraternity were affected. Fortunately !

as of 18 May 2020, the Judiciary began to [ -

commence phased functionality of the courts
given the country’s containment of the virus

and library services have been resumed since.

In implementing the Ministry of Health’s social distancing directives, library users are strongly
encouraged to spread out in the libraries to maintain physical distancing and care is also taken
to routinely clean and disinfect the spaces in the libraries. In November 2020, the Library Unit

welcomedanew Assistant Librarian, Nurul Fatin Shafigah binti Nordinatthe Supreme Courtlibrary.
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THE SUPREME COURT
JUDGES

Chief Justice
The Hon. Justice Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong Wan Oon

Judicial Commissioner
The Hon. Justice Haji Abdullah Soefri bin POKSM Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin
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PANEL OF INTERNATIONAL
JUDGES

QUEENS |

President of the Court of Appeal Judicial Commisioner of Court of Appeal
The Hon. Justice Michael Peter Burrell The Hon. Justice Conrad Seagroatt

- li

Judicial Commisioner of Court of Appeal Judicial Commisioner of Supreme Court
The Hon. Justice Michael Victor Lunn The Hon. Justice Gareth John Lugar-Mawson

Judicial Commisioner of Supreme Court Judicial Commisioner of Supreme Court
The Hon. Justice Edward Timothy Starbuck The Hon. Justice Kannan Ramesh
Woolley
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THE SUPREME COURT
REGISTRARS

The Hon. Justice Haji Abdullah Soefri bin
POKSM Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin

Chief Registrar Radin Safiee bin Radin
Mas Basiuni
Deputy Chief Registrar

Dayangku Hajah Norismayanti Hajah Hazarena binti POKSJ
Binti Pengiran Haji Ismail Dato Paduka Haji Hurairah
Senior Registrar Senior Registrar

Harnita Zelda Skinner Hajah Noor Amalina Binti
Senior Registrar Dato Paduka Haji Alaihuddin
Acting Senior Registrar
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THE SUPREME COURT
REGISTRARS

Muhammad Muzakkir Bin Pengiran Siti Nursu’adah Binti Pengiran
Awang Haji Zakaria Judfrizar @ Pengiran Tajudin
Registrar Registrar

Nurul Hidayah Binti Hamdan Hajah Normazdina Binti
Registrar Haji Md Maskub
Registrar

Nuurqr-Raheebah Binti Nur Eleana Binti Dato Seri Paduka
Haji Abdul Wahab Haji Hairol Arni
Registrar Registrar
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THE SUPREME COURT
STAFF

CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARIES

ADMINISTRATION SECTION
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HIGH COURT REGISTRY
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PROBATE REGISTRY
TRANSLATORS
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LIBRARIANS

FINANCE
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COURT INTERPRETERS

COURT RECORDERS
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BAILIFFS

PROCESS SERVERS
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Swearing-In Ceremony of

The Hon. Haji Abdullah Soefri Bin POKSM Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin
Judicial Commisioner of the Supreme Court

Istana Nurul Iman, 30th June 2020
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan

Negara Brunei Darussalam has consented to preside over the swearing-in ceremony for the newly
appointed Judicial Commissioner of the Supreme Court, Justice Haji Abdullah Soefri bin Pehin

Orang Kaya Saiful Mulok Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin.

The ceremony began with the reading out of the letter of appointment by the Grand Chamberlain,

Yang Amat Mulia Pengiran Penggawa Laila Bentara Istiadat Diraja Dalam Istana Pengiran Haji

Alauddin bin Pengiran Paduka Tuan Pengiran Haji Abu Bakar. Justice Haji Abdullah Soefri then
proceeded to recite the Judicial Oath before His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan Negara

Brunei Darussalam.

Also present at the ceremony were the Honourable Dato Seri Paduka Haji Hairol Arni bin Haji

Abdul Majid, Attorney General and the Right Honourable Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong Wan
Oon, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The swearing-in ceremony took place at Istana Nurul

Iman.

Justice Haji Abdullah Soefri began his career at the Attorney General’s Chambers in November
1992 as a Legal Officer and Legal Counsel. He was then transferred to the Judiciary in July 1999
and had been appointed as a Magistrate, Senior Magistrate, Chief Magistrate and Judge of the
Intermediate Court. Justice Haji Abdullah Soefri was transferred and appointed as Assistant
Solicitor General at the Attorney General’s Chambers in April 2016 and in July 2018, Justice Haji
Abdullah Soefri was transferred to the Judiciary and was appointed as the Chief Registrar of the

Supreme Court until today.
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THE INTERMEDIATE
COURT
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As with the other levels of Court, the
Intermediate Court was affected by
the Covid-19 pandemic. The Business
Continuity Plan was activated and steps
were taken by the Intermediate Court
to ensure the safety of all its staff and

all Court users.

The Intermediate Court bade farewell
to Intermediate Court Judge Lailatul "' ik

Zubaidah binti Hj Mohd Hussain. Her

many years as a lJudicial Officer has

contributed to both the disposal of

cases and also to the jurisprudence in the various courts Her Honour sat in.

It is without doubt that she will continue to offer meaningful participation in the area of law and

to the society as a whole. We wish her well in her future accomplishments.

The Intermediate Court also welcomed the appointment of Intermediate Court Judge Hazarena
binti POKSJ DP Hj Hurairah and Intermediate Court Judge Harnita Zelda Skinner in June 2020.
Both Judges have had a long standing judicial career and bring with them their respective areas
of expertise in civil and criminal law. Alongside their new appointment both Judges will continue

to hold their posts as Senior Registrars of the Supreme Court.

The commercial court continues to play an important role in dealing with its cases efficiently and
effectively so as to encourage stability within the business community. Resolving commercial
disputes efficiently and affordably to meet business needs and expectations is advantageous to

the economy as a whole.

Since the establishment of the Commercial Court in 2017, there have not been any trials as
many cases result in a Judgment in Default or have settled amicably. However, in 2020, the first
Commercial Court hearing was held thus affirming the need and benefits of having a Commercial

Court.

There are currently 6 Intermediate Court Judges who hear criminal, civil and commercial matters.
Five out of the six judges still carry outs duties as Registrars and/or Magistrates whilst sitting as

an Intermediate Court Judge.
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There is one full time Intermediate Court Judge who hears criminal, civil and commercial

matters.

The additional Intermediate Court Judges has meant that the Intermediate Court can work
together with the High Court to dispose cases filed in the High Court. Section 16 C of the
Supreme Court Act Chapter 5 allows the Chief Justice to allocate certain classes of High
Court cases to be heard before Intermediate Court. Currently 8 cases have been allocated,

out of the 8 cases 7 are personal injury actions whilst 1 is a case for unfair dismissal.

The use of technology continues to be a pivotal tool. The Intermediate Court Registry
Is the only registry that has its entire document case load digitized in digital format on
the Court’s electronic case management system (JCMS). Counsel and Court users are to
institute a claim electronically and are encouraged to file documents electronically. The
Court also uses technology to hear cases including having witnesses give evidence through

electronic means.

With the expansion of the Intermediate Court and Commercial Court, the Registry will take

heed of the needs of its staff and users to ensure that services continue to improve in 2021.
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THE INTERMEDIATE COURT

JUDGES
I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE——————————,.

Muhammed Faisal Bin PDJLD DSP Haji Kefl
Judge

Radin Safiee Bin Radin Mas Basiuni
Judge

Pengiran Masni Binti Pengiran Haji Bahar Dayangku Hajah Norismayanti Binti
Judge Pengiran Haji Ismail
Judge

Hajah Hazarena binti POKS) Harnita Zelda Skinner
Dato Paduka Haji Hurairah Judge
Judge
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SWEARING-IN CEREMONY
INTERMEDIATE COURT JUDGES




His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah ibni Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar
‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan Negara Brunei Darussalam has

consented to the conferment of powers as Intermediate Court Judges to two senior judicial officers.

Hajah Hazarena binti Pehin Orang Kaya Setia Jaya Dato Paduka Haji Hurairah and Harnita Zelda Skinner,

Senior Registrars of the Supreme Court, are conferred powers to sit as Intermediate Court Judges and

recited their judicial oaths of office during a swearing-in ceremony at the Supreme Court on Saturday

6 June 2020 before the Honourable Chief Justice Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong.

The ceremony was attended by the Attorney General, Yang Berhormat Dato Seri Paduka Haji Hairol
Arni bin Haji Abdul Majid, the Honourable Justice Pengiran Datin Paduka Hajah Rostaina binti Pengiran
Haji Duraman, as well as officers and staff from the Supreme Court, Subordinate Courts, and family

members of the senior judicial officers.
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THE SUBORDINATE

COURT
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
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The year 2020 was met with a globally challenging and unpredictable period with the impact of
COVID-19 being far reaching. The Subordinate Court was not left unaffected by the pandemic causing
disruptions across the entirety of our daily operations. The Court had to be creative to adapt to the
rising challenges and the Subordinate Court reinforces its dedication to provide quality key services to

the public namely:

- Attestation of documents;

- Witnessing the signing of statutory declarations;

- Witnessing the affirmation of affidavits and any other declaration;
- Certifying true copies of documents;

- Attesting Powers of Attorney;

- Notary Public; and

- Process servers for litigants-in-persons.

SUBORDINATE COURT RESPONSES TO COVID-19

In developing our response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Subordinate Court understood and
appreciated the necessity to ensure the continuity and accessibility of our key services whilst
focusing on maintaining our quality during such unpredictable times. Having carefully considered
our procedures and resources, majority of the court’s procedures were then adapted in an effort to
maintain operational continuity whilst enhancing the health and safety measures designed to protect

our officers and staffs, practitioners and court users. This included the following:
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THE USE OF VIDEO CONFERENCING FOR COURT MENTIONS AND HEARINGS

The Court had to be innovative in conducting video conferences giving consideration to the resources
available to both the Court and parties. As with all use of technology, challenges were faced by the
Court in the initial use of technology for a wider range of court applications previously done in-person.
This resulted in a more flexible use of the system as the Court navigated its way through a virtual court
operation and adapting to changes as it arose. The Court relied on the use of applications such as

Zoom and Microsoft Team to facilitate video conferencing.

L

,,4!

THE INTRODUCTION OF A DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP SYSTEM FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF

DOCUMENTS

In order to minimise physical or close contact with and amongst the public, the Court introduced a
drop — off and pick — up system for certification of documents. We are glad to report that the necessary

limitation of the service had only seen a minimal increase in the turn over time for certification.

THE INTRODUCTION OF AN APPOINTMENT SYSTEM FOR ANY WITNESSING SERVICES

Similarly in adhering to social distancing and the guidelines issued by the Ministry of Health, the
Subordinate Court introduced an appointment system for any witnessing services. The system allows
the Court to limit and control the number of people visiting the court for their own safety. The
appointments were kept short with any initial queries to be dealt with via emails or calls prior to the

appointments to ensure a smooth and swift encounter.
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LIMITING THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE INSIDE THE COURT ROOMS

The Court in various circumstances had to continue with in-person practices and had to balance the
public right of access to the court rooms with the safety of the public in general. With COVID — 19 being
a highly infectious virus and the declaration of a pandemic, the Court took priority in safe guarding
the safety and health of the public and its people in line with the measures issued by the Ministry of
Health. The number of people allowed inside the court at any one time was restricted depending on

the capacity of the court room to ensure social distancing.

SANITISATION OF THE REGISTRIES AND COURT ROOMS ON AN HOURLY BASIS.

The crucial use of technology became the central focus of the Subordinate Court. For a brief period,
the Subordinate Court had to limit in-person matters to urgent and essential cases only. The move
towards a more virtual court operation was the primary reason why the Court has been able to
minimise backlog caused by COVID-19. We are grateful that parties and other agencies have given
their full cooperation in using electronic communication where appropriate. Their actions and

quick acceptance enabled the Court to play their part in controlling the impact of the infection.

We are pleased to report that since the full reopening of court, despite the limited number of

Magistrates, we have been able to reschedule and hear these adjourned matters.
With the positive effect of technology on the efficient running of the court operations, we aim to

continue to assess and consider ways to incorporate innovation and technology into the court system

to improve efficiency and accessibility.
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SPECIAL NOTE

The continuous running of the court during the pandemic would have been impossible
without the hard work and dedication of the Subordinate Court officers and staff. The Civil,
Criminal and Registrars of the Subordinate Court registry worked tirelessly to ensure the
smooth transition to the new procedures implemented during the start of the pandemic.
We wish to express our utmost gratitude to the staff of the Subordinate Court and is

pleased to see the unity and strength of our people in overcoming difficult challenges.

MAGISTRATES
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At the end of 2020, under the leadership of the Honourable Chief Magistrate Pg Masni binti Pg Hj Bahar,
she is assisted by one Senior Magistrate, the three Acting Senior Magistrates and two Magistrates who
sit in the Subordinate Court. In addition to the core judicial work, these Magistrates are also tasked

with the administration of the Subordinate Courts.

The Subordinate Courts bade farewell to Senior Magistrate Lailatul Zubaidah binti Hj Hussein and
Magistrate Pg Shahyzul Khairuddien bin Pg Rahman who both had significant contributions to the
development of the Judiciary. The Courts wish to express its gratitude for their years of service and

wish them well in their future endeavours.

COURTS IN THE OTHER DISTRICTS

The courts in the three districts saw notable changes in 2020. Senior Magistrate Hjh Azrimah binti Hj
Abd Rahman continues to sit in the Tutong Magistrates Court once a week every Saturday morning. By
the second quarter of the year, Magistrate Marzuki was assigned to sit in Temburong Court whereas

previously a magistrate would sit in Temburong Court on a monthly rotational basis.
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Magistrate, Registrar and Staff of Belait Cour
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As for Belait Court, Acting Senior Magistrate Hjh Kamaliah Fadhilah binti Hj Ibrahim and Acting
Magistrate Hjh Ervy Sufitriana binti Hj Abd Rahman were assigned as Magistrates in that court from

May 2020 on a rotational basis over a period of 6 months. The Magistrate sits in Belait Court on
Mondays to Thursdays.

Supreme Court
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Temburong Court
-

TEMBURONG
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REGISTRARS OF THE SUBORDINATE COURTS

There are nine Registrars who assist in the administration of the registries and public services in the
Subordinate Court. Seven Registrars are based in Bandar Seri Begawan whereas a Registrar is each

based in Tutong Court and Kuala Belait Court. A Registrar is also available in Temburong Court every

Wednesday.

TRAINING

One crucial aspect to the development of the Subordinate Court is the training of all levels of human
resources. The COVID-19 pandemic has pushed the Court to move to an online learning platform and
to fully utilise the accessibility to training. These virtual trainings are aimed to increase the proficiency

of both officers and staffs and to improve the delivery of services to the public.

AlM

The Subordinate Court continues to carry out reviews of its procedures to identify areas in need of
Improvements and work together to incorporate best practices. This practice aims to ensure the Court
Is working efficiently to better manage the disposal of cases. On that note, the Subordinate Court is

entering 2021 with a renewed vigour to continuously improve the quality of administration of justice.
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THE SUBORDINATE COURT
MAGISTRATES

Pengiran Masni Bint
Pengiran Haji Bahar
Chief Magistrate

Hajah Azrimah Binti Haji
Abdul Rahman
Senior Magistrate

Pengiran Hazirah Binti Hajah Kamaliah Fadhilah Hajah Ervy Sufitriana
Pengiran Mohd Yusof Binti Haji Ibrahim Binti Haji Abdul Rahman
Acting Senior Magistrate Acting Senior Magistrate Acting Senior Magistrate

Dewi Norlelawati Binti Mohammad Marzuqi
Haji Abdul Hamid Bin Sabtu
Magistrate Magistrate
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JUVENILE COURT
PANEL OF ADVISERS
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From left:
Haji Awang Abd Alim Bin Haji Awang Othman,

Hajah Mordiah Binti Haji Jackia,
Alinah Binti Haji Tamin,
Ustaz Haji Md Lazim Bin Haji Matali
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SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL
REGISTRARS/ADJUDICATORS

Registrar:
Pengiran Masni Binti Pengiran Haji Bahar

Deputy Registrar:
Hajah Hazarena Binti POKSJ Dato Paduka Haji Hurairah

Assistant Registrars:

Radin Safiee Bin Radin Mas Basiuni

Dayangku Hajah Norismayanti Binti Pengiran Haji Ismail
Harnita Zelda Skinner

Hajah Azrimah Binti Haji Abdul Rahman

Pengiran Hazirah Binti Pengiran Yusof

Hajah Noor Amalina Binti Dato Paduka Haji Alaihuddin
Hajah Kamaliah Fadhilah Binti Haji Ibrahim

Hajah Ervy Sufitriana Binti Haji Abdul Rahman

Dewi Norlelawati Binti Haji Abdul Hamid

Deputy Adjudicators:

Radin Safiee bin Radin Mas Basiuni

Dayangku Hajah Norismayanti Binti Pengiran Haji Ismail
Harnita Zelda Skinner

Hajah Azrimah Binti Haji Abdul Rahman

Pengiran Hazirah Binti Pengiran Yusof

Hajah Noor Amalina binti Dato Paduka Haji Alaihuddin
Hajah Kamaliah Fadhilah Binti Haji Ibrahim

Hajah Ervy Sufitriana Binti Haji Abdul Rahman

Dewi Norlelawati Binti Haji Abdul Hamid

[As of 1st November 2018]
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THE SUBORDINATE COURT
OFFICERS

REGISTRARS OF SUBORDINATE COURT

Senior Registrar:
Haji Badaruddin Bin Haji Abdul Karim

Registrars:

Hajah Fauzihana Binti Haji Mohamad

Muhammad Hardy Iman Bin Haji Muhammad UKkit
Mohamad Jazmi Bin Haji Mohamad Kamel

Deputy Registrars:

Noorhayati Binti Haji Ismail

Hashimah Binti Haji Abu Bakar

Dayangku Norafidah Binti Pg Haji Bungsu
Hajah Asmawati Binti Haji Ismail/Haji Jaafar
Khoo Sau Yew
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STAFF

THE SUBORDINATE COURT
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CIVIL CLERKS

PROCESS SERVERS
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COURT-MARTIAL

JUDGE ADVOCATES
—0

In 2006, a number of Judicial officers were appointed as Judge Advocates by the Judge Advocate

General on the Royal Brunei Armed Forces Court-Martial by virtue of section 124(3)(b) of the Royal
Brunei Armed Forces, Chapter 149, which provides for the appointment of persons having judicial
or legal experience as may from time to time, be required to act as Judge Advocates at Court-Martial.

The appointed Judge Advocates are as follows:-

The Hon. Chief Justice Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong Wan Oon
Judge Muhammed Faisal Bin PDJLD Dato Seri Pahlawan (B) Haji Kefli
Judge Radin Safiee Bin Radin Mas Basiuni

Judge Pengiran Masni Binti Pengiran Haji Bahar
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THE STATE JUDICIARY
DEPARTMENT
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM




THE STATE JUDICIARY

Pengiran Haji Mohd Khairuddin Bin Pengiran Haji Hashim
Acting Deputy Director of the State Judiciary Department

The State Judiciary Department was established in May 2002 and is solely responsible for

the administration and management of support services, provision and financial affairs of

the Civil and Sya’riah Courts. These responsibilities are supported through five strategic
pillars, namely to provide efficient and quality administrative services and human
resource management to the courts; improving financial management, accountability
and collection of revenue systematically and efficiently; providing a complete, conducive,
safe and secure court building infrastructure; providing adequate training programs
and capacity building strategies and to enhance the use of information technology,
application systems and Information Communication Technology Infrastructure in the

court’s management and process.

Officers and Staff of the State Judiciary Department
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JUDICIARY
BUSINESS CONTINUITY PLAN
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THE BRUNEI JUDICIARY’S COVID-19 RESPONSE

Introduction

1. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Brunei along with countries around the world, have to adopt
emergency measures for the functioning of its judicial system and to allow its courts to remain
operational as far as possible. The Judiciary made efforts to adjust to the new ‘normal’ and
implemented measures to make the best use of our existing resources to ensure the functioning
of our courts. Throughout this period, the main priority for the Judiciary has been to ensure the
health and safety of its judges, officers, staff, counsel and the public that the Judiciary serves

and to minimise disruption for services that cannot proceed as normal.

2. The Judiciary took several factors into account in preparing and implementing the measures.
The first is to maintain the safety and well-being of all. The second is to examine the function of
the Judiciary and the security of the country. The third is to categorize tasks that are essential
and non-essential. Fourthly, the use of Information Technology Systems that is available in
Judiciary and finally to identify specific entrances, pathway and restricted areas for officers,
staff, counsel and public, based on the guidelines issued by the Ministry of Health and also to

provide relevant information to officers and staff.
COVID-19 in Brunei and measures taken by the Judiciary

3. On 9 March 2020, Brunei reported its first COVID-19 case and whilst Brunei has not had to
implement a full scale lockdown in response to COVID-19, our justice system was no different
from the rest of the world, and on the advice of the Ministry of Health, the Judiciary followed a

number of precautionary measures.

4.0n 4 Mac 2020, the Chief Registrar issued Chief Registrar’s Notice (Surat Pemberitahuan Ketua
Pendaftar) 1/2020 to all Judicial Officers and Staff entitled PENGEMASKINIAN GARISPANDU
LANGKAH PERSEDIAAN DAN PENCEGAHAN JANGKITAN CORONAVIRUS (COVID 19). This notice
is based on the Prime Minister’s Office Circular 03/2020 dated 13 February 2020 whereby all
officers and staffs application to leave the country are cancelled and restricted with immediate

effect.
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5.0n 12 March 2020, following Chief Registrar’s Circular No. 1 of 2020, it was directed that:

e Chamber hearings before High Court judges are to be heard in open court;

e Chamber hearings and pre-trial conferences before High Court registrars where all parties
are represented by counsel are to be heard via video conferencing;

e Visitors to the Courts are to register themselves when entering the court building;

e Visitors with no official business are advised not to enter court buildings; and

e Visitors who show symptoms that include a runny nose, a cough and/or a fever are to inform

court personnel immediately if they have matters before the Court.

6. Thereafter on 14 March 2020, Chief Registrar’s Circular No. 2 of 2020 gave the following

directions:

e Advising people to stay at home and not to attend Court if they are feeling unwell;

e Requiring all visitors to register their names, identity card and contact details for the purpose
of contact tracing;

e Suspending all non-essential civil hearings in all Court jurisdictions in all districts including
bankruptcy creditors meetings, probate hearings, mediations, Small Claims Tribunal’s
consultations and adjudications between 14 March to 31 March 2020; and

e Limiting those in attendance at civil marriage ceremonies to include only the registrar, bride,

groom and witnesses in the court room.

7. During this time criminal hearings proceeded, however, measures were followed to ensure

that only essential persons were present in the court rooms.

8. 0n 14 March 2020, the Judiciary held a simultaneous cleaning campaign in all civil courts in all
four districts. The objective of the cleaning campaign was to ensure the cleanliness of all court

buildings are maintained and heath of the officer and staff as well as court users are ensured.

9. On 16 March 2020, the Chief Registrar notified all judges, judicial officers and staff of the
Ministry of Health’s directives on self-isolation and quarantine orders and procedures for
workplaces in the event a member of staff is diagnosed with COVID-19. On 17 March 2020, it

was directed that the Court of Appeal session in March-April 2020 was to be adjourned.

10. On 18 March 2020, the Judiciary set up its Business Continuity Plan (BCP) Action Team
as instructed by the Prime Minister’s Office through their Circular dated 16 March 2020 with

reference 6/2020. The members are as follows:
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The Hon. Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong, Chief Justice Advisor

2 The Hon. Hj Abdullah Soefri bin POKSMDSP Hj Abdin, Chief Registrar
of the Supreme Court

Chairman

3 The Hon. Pg Masni binti Pg Hj Bahar, Intermediate Court Judge/ Deputy
Chief Magistrate Chairpersons

The Hon. Dk Hjh Norismayanti binti Pg Hj Ismail, Intermediate Court
Judge/ Senior Registrar of the Supreme Court

4 The Hon. Hajah Hazarena binti POKSJ DP Hj Abu Hurairah (Head of
High Court Registry Unit)

The Hon. Harnita Zelda Skinner (Head of the Probate Registry Unit)
The Hon. Pg Hazirah binti Pg Mohd Yusof (PRO)
Hj Badaruddin bin Hj Abdul Karim (Head of Corporate Affairs Unit)

Pg Norfarzat Irwani bin Pg Hj Mohd Jaafar (Head of Interpreter and
Court Recorder Unit)

Dewy Susianty binti Hj Md Daud (Head of Translator Unit)

5 | Hjh Saniah binti Hj Hussain

11. In order to decisively break the chain of transmissions in the community, on 19 March 2020,

the Government announced a series of measures for the safe use of public facilities and other
venues during COVID-19 which included social distancing and limits to mass gatherings. Upon
the advice of the Ministry of Health, on 21 March 2020 steps were taken to implement a ‘shift’

system of work from home for judges, judicial officers and staff.

12. On 24 March 2020 more stringent measures were issued by the Judiciary that effectively
shut down all courts, registries and their service counters in all districts. However, following the
implementation of the Business Continuity Plans of each registry, we maintained our essential

services but cases were managed remotely and the number of judges, judicial officers and staff

allowed at the Courts at any given time were restricted. This allowed the Judiciary to keep the
Courts functional and open for matters with the most critical and time sensitive applications.

The following additional measures were put into place:
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e All civil and criminal cases were
adjourned in all courts and in all districts,
including matters involving Road Traffic
offences, claims in the Small Claims
Tribunals, bankruptcy and probate
hearings effective 31 March 2020 to 18
May 2020;

e For criminal matters, cases relating to
custody, detention and bail and urgent
applications proceeded in person,
however social distancing measures
were followed as per Ministry of Health
directives;

e For civil matters, cases relating to

applications for injunctions also

proceeded in person;

remotely; and
e The public were encouraged to call or e-mail the Courts and drop box counters were made
available in all court houses.

l- L
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13. Following the closure of the courts, a recovery plan was instituted by the Chief Justice
and upon the advice of the Ministry of Health, immediate action was taken by the Judiciary’s
Action Team to: -

e Fully sanitize all court buildings throughout the country;

e |Implement changes in the modality of hearings; and

e Review the backlog as a result of the suspension of cases, and identify priority cases.
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14. The Brunei Government’s efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19 were swift and
we have been fortunate that there have been no local transmissions since 6 May 2020.
Whilst the measures impacted the functioning of the justice system in the months
affected, with a sizeable number of matters deferred, as of 18 May 2020 we have been

able to resume phased functionality of the courts given the country’s containment of

the virus.

15. In implementing the recovery plan instituted by the Judiciary and upon the advice of

the Ministry of Health, we gradually proceeded to:

e Commence staggered hearings of civil and criminal cases and resume full hearings;

e Commence staggered opening of service counters and thereafter resume full
operations of service counters; and

e (Cease the ‘shift’ system of work from home for judges, judicial officers and staff

and resume work at the courts with segregated and social distancing compliant

workspaces.

16. As of 1 November 2020, with 179 days since the last locally transmitted case of
COVID-19 in Brunei, we continue to take the necessary precautionary measures by:
e Screening court visitors with temperature checks;

e Complying with social distancing;

e Sanitizing the courts and ensuring a clean working environment; and

e Ensuring that all persons use the BruHealth contact tracing application upon entry to

all court buildings.
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Impact of COVID-19 and access to (online) justice

17. Whilst the closure of the courts was necessary to protect the health and safety of all court
users, it was equally important that access to justice was maintained throughout these most

challenging times.

18. Our existing case management systems and business continuity plans were designed so that
we could respond to and continue to work even in these extraordinary circumstances. The public
service of justice was maintained as much as possible and we continued to provide access to
justice to the public through our e-Filing system (EFS) and e-Payment gateway which ensured
that registry services, filings and payments were provided online. Further, the use of our Judicial
Case Management System (JCMS) for judges, judicial officers and court personnel continued
uninterrupted as cases were processed, monitored and managed remotely. We also strengthened

access to up-to-date information on the Judiciary website for the convenience of all court users.

19. The Judiciary made full use of Microsoft Teams and Zoom for the continued functioning of
the courts during the COVID-19 pandemic through the conduct of remote hearings and video
conferencing. For criminal matters involving defendants in remand, physical attendance at the
courts was dispensed with and video conferencing platforms were used between the courts and
the prison. For 7 civil matters in the High Court and Intermediate Court, registrars conducted
chamber hearings and pre-trial conferences online on Zoom in cases where all parties were
represented by counsel. On 12 October 2020, the Brunei High Court conducted its first virtual
hearing on Zoom with witnesses in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and counsel in Brunei appearing

before our High Court judge in Singapore.

20. We have welcomed the use of such technology and find that for the foreseeable future,
it will be commonplace to use applications such as Zoom in the conduct of hearings and pre-
trial conferences in order to deliver justice efficiently and expeditiously in the new ‘normal’

environment of the COVID-19 pandemic.

21. Although the measures we took invariably affected the physical operations of our courts, the
accessibility and visibility of judicial processes especially in urgent criminal matters were seen
as essential. The face to face in person aspect of arraignments, taking of pleas, bail applications
and sentencing were deemed indispensable and were allowed to be brought before a judge or

magistrate with necessary social distancing measures strictly put in place for all court users.
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These measures included:

e Limiting the number of people entering
the courthouse and court rooms
to ensure safe distancing can be
maintained; - Leaving a one seat space
in the public gallery;

e Encouraging good hygiene practices
in wearing masks and using hand
sanitizers; - Screening all persons

through the BruHealth application

upon entry; and

e Taking temperatures of all persons at

entry points.
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8TH COUNCIL OF ASEAN CHIEF JUSTICES (CACJ) MEETING (VIRTUAL)
5 NOVEMBER 2020

ASEAN CHIEF JUSTICES MEETING

SINGAPORE
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The Honourable Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Brunei Darussalam, Dato Seri
Paduka Steven Chong, attended the 8th Council of ASEAN Chief Justices (CACJ) meeting
on Thursday 5 November 2020.

Under the chairmanship of the Honourable Nguyen Hoa Binh, Chief Justice of the
Supreme People’s Court of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the annual meeting

convened virtually and was attended by the Chief Justices or their representatives from

all ASEAN Judiciaries.

The Council of ASEAN Chief Justices (CACJ) provides a regular forum for the Chief Justices
to discuss and exchange views on common issues facing the ASEAN Judiciaries. It is a
platform to promote close relations and build mutual understanding among the ASEAN
Judiciaries. The CACJ also facilitates judicial cooperation and collaboration to enhance
economic growth and development in ASEAN. The CACJ aims to strengthen partnerships
among ASEAN Judiciaries and uphold the rule of law within and across ASEAN in the spirit
of institutional independence and principled partnerships. Accredited as an entity the
ASEAN Charter, the CACJ endorses and supports the purposes and principles of ASEAN
and the ASEAN Community, in particular adherence to the rule of law and protection of

human rights and fundamental freedomes.

The Joint Declaration of the 8th Council of ASEAN Chief Justices (CACJ) which was
adopted by the Chief Justices and Heads of Delegations is available on the CACJ ASEAN

Judiciaries Portal (http://cacj-ajp.org).
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KURSUS KEMAHIRAN PENYELIAAN
6 January 2020 - 11 January 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Mariam binti Haji Abu Bakar, Chief Clerk
Dayang Mastika binti Mohd. Kamal, Chief Clerk
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ACADEMIC AND STUDY TRIP TO THE SUPREME COURT
22 January 2020

Law and Courts Building, Bandar Seri Begawan

Visited by : Universiti Islam Sharif Ali of Brunei Darussalam
Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin of Terengganu, Malaysia
Universiti Islam Sultan Agong of Semarang Jawa tengah, Indonesia

L
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SECRETARIAL SKILLS COURSE
3 February 2020 - 5 February 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Norhayati binti Hj Masri, Confidential Clerk
Hjh Nurul Hazimah binti Hj Tengah, Asst. Confidential Clerk
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PENYAMPAIAN SIJIL PROGRAM PEMBANGUNAN EKSEKUTIF BAGI PEGAWAI-PEGAWAI
PENGURUSAN PERTENGAHAN KE-28 DAN PROGRAM EKSEKUTIF MUDA KOHORT KE-4

27 February 2020

Prime Minister’s Office

Attended by : Haji Badaruddin bin Haji Abdul Karim, Subordinate Court Senior Registrar
Nur Eleana binti Dato Paduka Hj Hairol Arni, Supreme Court Registrar
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FAREWELL CALL FROM THE BRITISH HIGH COMMISIONER

HIS EXCELLENCY MR RICHARD LINDSEY
3 June 2020

High Court - Supreme Court Building, Bandar Seri Begawan

COURTESY CALL FROM MR. VLADIMIR BORISOVICH GONCHARENKO, RUSSIAN
AMBASSADOR TO BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

2 July 2020

High Court - Supreme Court Building, Bandar Seri Begawan
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BREAK THE PATTERN (ONLINE)
7 July 2020 - 9 July 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Nurul Hidayah Binti Hamdan, Supreme Court Registrar
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USING KPIs TO MEASURE ORGANISATIONAL PERFORMANCE

(ONLINE)
10 August 2020 - 11 August 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Mohamad Jazmi Bin Haji Mohamad Kamel, Subordinate Court Registrar
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KURSUS PERKERANIAN ASAS
7 September 2020 - 12 September 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Safwan bin Abd Momin, Clerk
Siti Nurafigah Binti Haji Sufri, Clerk

.

BENGKEL PEMBANGUNAN DIRI
1 September 2020 - 7 September 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Nurul Zahra Aqilah Binti Azmi, Clerk
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KURSUS PENGURUSAN PERKHIDMATAN PELANGGAN YANG CEMERLANG
6 October 2020 - 8 October 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Noorhayati Binti Haji Ismail, Subordinate Court Deputy Registar
Hashlmah Binti Haji Abu Bakar, Subordinate Court Deputy RegiStrar

FIRE MARSHALL & FIRE DRILL TRAINING FOR THE STATE JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT

12 October 2020 - 14 October 2020

Fire and Rescue Department

Attended by : Muhammad Afandi bin Haji Ebil, Legal Assistant
Mohd Shamri bin Alias, Process Server

Muhd Tajuddeen bin Hj Asli, Bailiff
Shahdan bin Hj Abd Rahman, Admin Assistant
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KURSUS PERKERANIAN ASAS
24 October 2020 - 31 October 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Nurul Zahra Aqilah Binti Azmi, Clerk

N

EDUCATIONAL VISIT BY 1ST YEAR UNDERGRADUATES FROM

UTB SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
31 October 2020

High Court - Supreme Court Building, Bandar Seri Begawan

-
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ONLINE COLLOQUIUM “INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR COURT EXCELLENCE

28 October 2020

Technology Court, Law and Courts Building, Bandar Seri Begawan

Internat_ional Framework for Court Excellence
Colloquium

= In conjunction with the 8 Meeting of the Council of ASEAN Chief Justices

28 October 2020
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COURTESY CALL FROM HIS EXCELLENCY MR. JOHN VIRGOE, BRITISH HIGH

COMMISSIONER TO BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
9 November 2020

High Court - Supreme Court Building, Bandar Seri Begawan
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KURSUS TATACARA PERSURATAN RASMI
16 November 2020 - 17 November 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Hashimah Binti Haji Abu Bakar, Subordinate Court Deputy Registrar
Hanafi Bin Ibrahim, Clerk
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KURSUS PENGUNAAN ICT
16 November 2020 - 26 November 2020

Civil Service Institute

Attended by : Nurul Zahra Aqilah Binti Azmi, Clerk
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COURTESY CALL FROM HER EXCELLENCY GERDA WINKLER, AMBASSADOR OF THE FEDERAL

REPUBLIC OF GERMANY TO BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
24 November 2020

High Court - Supreme Court Building, Bandar Seri Begawan
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LEGAL YEAR

2020
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The Opening of Legal Year is an annual gathering held at the

A

Supreme Court that brings together all members of Brunei Darussalam’s
legal community. The event is traditionally started off with the Guard of Hon-

our by the Royal Brunei Police Force and inspected by the Honourable Chief Justice.
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The annual speeches delivered by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Attorney General

and the President of Law Society are the integral components in this ceremony.

By addressing key developments, initiatives and statistics with Brunei Darussalam’s legal com-
munity, this significant occasion reaffirms the commitment to uphold the principle of the rule

of law, justice and independence of the Judiciary.
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 2020

TADARUS AND KHATAM AL-QURAN CEREMONY
May 2020

In accordance to the guidelines set by the Ministry of Health, the annual ceremony of Tadarus

and Khatam al-Quran was held differently in the year 2020.

Although there was no mass gathering of the ceremony, the Court continued its efforts in
encouraging its officers and staff to partake in the reading of the Al-Quran individually during

the holy month of Ramadhan.

Present at the said event was the Honourable Chief Registrar Haji Abdullah Soefri bin POKSM
Dato Paduka Haji Abidin and other officers.
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HARI RAYA 2020
23 May 2020

By adhering to the guidelines set by the Ministry of Health due to the pandemic, the Judiciary

did not have Hari Raya celebration.

However the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong, together with

the Chief Registrar and other Judicial Officers visited Judiciary’s sections such as the High Court

Registry, Court Interpreters and Recorders’ Unit and Probate Office, Bankruptcy Office, Deputy

Official Receivers’ Chambers and Translation Unit.

The entourage then visited the Law and Court’s building to the Subordinate Courts’ Registry.

Technology Court 6 was then utilized to make a video conferencing with officers and staff from

Temburong, Tutong and Belait district courts.
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IN MEMORIAM




AL - FATIHAH

Datin Sardar Akhtar Saied
Wife of the Late Former Chief Justice Dato Seri
Paduka Mohammed Saied

132



AL - FATIHAH

Hajah Norazizah Binti Awg Haji Ering
On-Call Interpreter
1969 - 2020
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JUDICIARY
ORGANISATIONAL CHARTS
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STATISTICS
2020

O ——




SUPREME COURT

COURT OF APPEAL

Civil and Criminal Appeal Caseloads
(From High Court and Intermediate Court to Court of Appeal)

'.'Iﬂ'l

e et

14
0 15
¥
S 2018
o
: - 7 8 015
d 10 _
= 2020 (as of 315t Oct]
5
) Civil Criminal
2018 14 21
m 2019 7 18
2020 (as of 31st Oct) 8 15
HIGH COURT
Chamber Hearings in the High Court and Intermediate Court
before Registrars
563
600
500
dl
=1 400
S .
= . 2018
= o |
= 2019
o 2020 {as of 31st Oct)
100
) Civil
2018 563
m 2019 478
2020 (as of 31st Oct) 4h4
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Civil and Criminal Caseloads Filed in High Court

116
120
100
BO
= 50
I 2018
L o
- i W 2019
G
i - 2020 (as of 31st Oct)
) Civil Criminal
2018 04 13
m 2019 116 18
2020 (as of 31st Oct) 79 :
Axis Title
Appeal Caseloads Filed from Magistrate's Court to High Court
39
37
35
30
25
o
W
3 20 2018
-
O W 2019
= 15
Z 2020 (as of 31st Oct)
a0 5
g
) Criminal
2018 : 37
m 2019 1 28
2020 {as of 31st Oct) 2 39
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OTHER MATTERS

Legal Aid
8
- :
!
- 7
2 i
= 6
= 5
< a 2018
—
:B[ : W 2013
= : 2020 (as of 31st Oct)
O 1
c 0
“ Granted
2018 2
m 2019 8
2020 (a5 of 31st Oct) 1
Bankruptcy Proceedings
seeE 1?5&
1800
1600
1400
| 1200
Fy
9 1000
5 00 | 8
: 41 2018
= 500 =
| .!55 :
ano TN z06 A W 2019
L 267 -
200 -| ol 7 7Y 107 51511 2020 (as of 31st Oct)
3 D sl 12
Bankru Recelvi Adjudic Recissi Diechar Windn Credrto
piry ng ation on ge of g-up rs
hNotice Order Order Adjudic  Order Meetin
ation g
Order
2018 441 256 37 77 1 26 1380
| 015 g 26/ 54 a4 0 15 1654
2020 (as of 31st Oct) 306 330 125 147 T 12 1790
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EXECUTIONS

EXECUTIONS

Sheriff Office

Lo

1.5 H 2019

2020

0.5

A

Wit Seizure Wit of Possession MNotice of Sale
m /019 3 1 U

2020 1 2

Sheriff Office (Magistrate's Court)

2.5

1.9 mZ2019

2020

0.5

Warrant of Attachment and Sales Notice of Sale
of Goods
w019 1 1

2020 3 U
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NO. OF APPLICATION
&

2018
m 2019
2020 (as of 31st Oct)

NO. OF PETITION
o

2018
m 2019

2020 (asof 31st Oct)

Registry of Civil Marriages

137 -133

Application registered
137
133
95

Divorce Petitions
31

28

Petition received
31
26
28
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Grant of Letter of Administration

782 78Bb
A

754
o8

Received Issued
782 754
786 651
b4d3 234

Grant of Letter of Probate
25

22

Received Issued
14 14
25 22
15 b
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INTERMEDIATE COURT

Civil, Criminal and Commercial Caseloads filed

s 184
180
160
S AL 121
b 105
120
% 100 2018
-
: 5 N 2019
G E"'.-
o 40 2020 (as of 31st Oct)
r
2L
) Civil Criminal Commercial
2018 67 105 184
m2018 121 16 153
2020 (asof 31st Oct) 111 : 113

MAGISTRATES" COURTS

Civil & Criminal Caseloads filed in all Districts

3305
3500
3000
% 2500
O 2000
w 1028 1024 2018
o 1500 -
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500 2020 (as of 31st Oct)
0
Civil Criminal
2018 1028 3305
m 2019 1024 2384
2020 (as of 31st Oct) 764 1405
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Civil & Criminal Caseloads filed in Brunei-Muara
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Civil & Criminal Caseloads filed in Tutong
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80

112

2363

146
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2363
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Civil & Criminal Caseloads filed in Kuala Belait
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J00
600
500
400
300
200
100

NO. OF CASES

2018
m.019
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R0,

Ciwvil
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835

Criminal
B35
356

278

2018
m 015

2020 (as of 315t Oct)

Civil & Criminal Caseloads filed in Temburong

1
0 - 0
Civil
0
1
0
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SUBORDINATE COURTS

NO. OF CASES
(I
LM

2018
m 2019
2020 (asof 31st Oct)

Caseloads filed in the Juvenile Court

22

13 13

11 2
~um
luvenile luvenile Child and Beyond
Arrest Traffic Protection Parental
Case Case Order Control
13 1 5 5
13 1 22 q
7 2 20 z

2018
u015

2020 (as of 31st Oct)

Caseloads filed in the Small Claims Tribunal

NO. OF CASES

P

- |
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2020 (as of 31st Oct)

Liil

Settled Consultat] Ad jud icati Withdraw
on on 1
11 1 z 3
3 2 1 5
O 0 0 1
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NO. OF APPLICATION

Inquest hearings before Coroners

12 11
10
ol }
3
= h 2018
O
= . 3 m
> 4 2015
2020 [as of 31st Oct)
)
O 0 0 0 0 0 O
n B i R
Bandar Sen Tutong Kual Belait Temburong
Begawan
2013 | 0 3 0
m 2015 11 0 0 0
2020 (as of 31st Oct) 7 0 0 0
Statutory Declarations
12000 i
10000
8000
e 2018
m2015
4000
2429 2020 {as of 31st Oct)
T
0
Bandar Seri Tutong Kuala Belair Temburong
Begawan
2018 10830 829 2429 325
m 2019 10472 796 1338 134
2020 {as of 31st Oct) 6579 217 176 b7
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COURT REVENUES

The Revenue of the Judiciary of Brunei Darussalam

5,045,610.16
6,000,000.00 5,423,690.35

5,000,000.00 3,993,556.14
3,038,111.39

4,287,248.79

4,000,000.00

télr- 3,082,488.42
=
“  3,000,000.00 2,315,901.93
P ,022,424.02 2018
=
-
E 2,000,000.00 '1,230,387.40 H2019
<l
2020 (as of 31st Oct)
1,000,000.00 29,630.00
25,150.00 18,750.00
- A4
0.00
Stamp Search & Miscellane TOTAL
Duty Registratio ous REVENUE
n
2018 2,315,901.593 25,150.00 3,082,488.42 5,423,0690.35
m 2019 1,622,424.02 29,630.00 3,993,556.14 5.645,610.16
2020 (as of 31st Oct)  1,230,387.40 18,750.00 3,038,111.39 4,287,248.7/9
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF THE OPENING OF THE LEGAL YEAR 2021

1. ADVISOR
The Hon. Justice Dato Seri Paduka Steven Chong, Chief Justice

2. CHAIRMAN
The Hon. Justice Haji Abdullah Soefri Bin POKSM Dato Seri Paduka Haji Abidin

3. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSONS
Director of State Judiciary
Radin Safiee Bin Radin Mas Basiuni

Pengiran Masni Binti Pengiran Haji Bahar

4. FINANCE

Shahrezawati Binti Ahmad

Shahrun Bin Haji Ibrahim/Sharbini

5. REFRESHMENTS
Pengiran Masni binti Pengiran Haji Bahar
Kamaliah Fadhilah binti Haji Ilbrahim
Nuuror Raheebah binti Haji Abdul Hamid
Selamah binti Haji Bujang @ Zahrina
Rashidah binti Haji Tengah
Arinah Zafirah binti Haji Azahari
Siti Nor Khairunnisa binti Haji Hassan
Ummi Kalsum binti Haju Bujang
Siti Rafeah binti Haji Mohd Yusof
Fadillah binti Untong

6. PROTOCOL
Radin Safiee bin Radin Mas Basiuni
Pengiran Norfarzat Irwani binti Pengiran Haji Mohd Jaafar
Adi Zuhailah binti Ismail
Norhayati binti Hj Idris
Mastika binti Mohd Kamal
Mariam binti Haji Abu Bakar
Hajah Asmawati binti Haji Ismail @ Haji Jaafar

Hashimah binti Haji Abu Bakar
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Hajah Nurul Hazimah binti Haji Tengah

Setiawati binti Haji Tamit

Siti Khadijah binti Haji Abdul Kadir

Nurul ‘Ain binti Muhammad Hussini

Pengiran Siti Saerah binti Pengiran Haji Abdul Rahman
Norhafilah binti Haji Mohidin

Siti Nurafigah binti Haji Sufri

Puasa bin Haji Tuah

Mohammad Khairuddin bin Zakaria

7. INVITATION
Haji Abdullah Soefri bin POKSM DSP Haji Abidin
Shahrezawati binti Ahmad
Haji Badaruddin bin Haji Abdul Karim
Hajah Saniah binti Haji Hussin
Suzana binti Basman
Pengiran Hajah Rahaiyah binti Pengiran Haji Mohd Yassin
Norhayati binti Hj Idris
Norhayati binti Hj Masri
Hajah Nurul Hazimah binti Haji Tengah

Hajah Norzalinawati binti Haji Razali

8. LOGISTICS
Pengiran Haji Mohd Khairuddin bin Pengiran Haji Hashim
Muhd Hardy Iman bin Haji Muhd Ukit
Mohd Fikri Fathuddin bin Asokan
Haji Omar bin Hj Mohd Daud
Mohd Afandi bin Haji Ebil
Muhammad Kamaluddin bin Haji Bakar
Mahmud Zuhdi bin Karim
Haji Hanafi bin Ibrahim
Haji Md Shamsul bin Haji Ismail
Ali Rahman bin Haji Simba
Yussof bin Haji Mustapha
Mohd Yussof bin Haji Ahmad
Mohd Ghazali bin Haji Tassim

Pengiran Suhaili bin Pengiran Ahmad
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Rodglan bin Abdul Rahman

Puasa bin Tuah

Mohd Shamri bin Alias

Pengiran Abu Nur Hairah bin Pengiran Hashim
Mohd Daud bin Haji Metussin

Mohd Izzam bin Mahmood/Mahmud

Pengiran Metali bin Pengiran Metamin

9. PUBLICATION/MEDIA
Hajah Noor Amalina binti DP Haji Alaihuddin
Pengiran Hazirah binti Pengiran Mohd Yusof
Hajah Suzanah binti Haji Sulaiman
Haji Badaruddin bin Haji Abdul Karim
Mohamad Jazmi bin Haji Mohamad Kamel

Dewi Susianty binti Haji Md Daud

10. PHOTOGRAPHY
Radin Safiee bin Radin Mas Basiuni

Muhammad Nur Azirul bin Muslim
Nurfazidah binti Taib

11. SECRETARIAT
Dayangku Hajah Norismayanti binti Pengiran Haji Ismail
Hajah Hazarena binti POKSJ DP Haji Huraiah
Hajah Ervy Sufitriana binti Haji Abdul Rahman
Haji Badaruddin bin Haji Abdul Karim
Mohamad Jazmi bin Haji Mohamad Kamel

Norhayati binti Haji Idris

12. BOOK
Harnita Zelda Skinner
Haji Badaruddin bin Haji Abdul Karim
Mohamad Jazmi bin Haji Mohamad Kamel
Norhamizah binti Mohamad
Nurfazidah binti Taib
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND ECONOMY
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MINISTRY OF HEALTH
MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S CHAMBERS
JABATAN ADAT ISTIADAT NEGARA
ROYAL BRUNEI POLICE FORCE
RADIO TELEVISION BRUNEI
INFORMATION DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND RECREATION
FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT
ELECTRICAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

OFFICERS AND STAFF OF THE STATE JUDICIARY
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